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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Lands: Copy of letter
sent to applicants for prolection under the
Land Act on the ground of military serviee.

QUESTION—RAILWAY TERMINAL
CHARGES.

Mr. O,OGHLEN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is it correct that farmers who
have delivered wheat at the various sidings
are to get a rebate of the terminal charges
which apply to spur railways? 2, Will the
same concession be granted to timber traders
similarly sitnated, who bave disposed of
stocks buf who are unable to get ships to
remove such stocks?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) for the Minister for Railways replied:
1, All goods carried over spur lines subse-
quent to the date upon which the terminal
eharge was abolished, will not pay such
charge. 2, Answered by 1.

QUESTION—LAND REVENUE.

My, HICKMOTT asked the Minister for
Lands: What is the total of land revenue
received during the last four years?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
£1,355,797 és. 3d. Of this amount £160,151
8s. 2d. was paid through the Industries As-
sistance Board.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL RAIL-
WAYS, EXPENDITURE.
Mr. HICKMOTT asked the Minister for
Works: What is the total actual expendi-
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ture on the construelion of agriculiural rail-
ways during the last four years9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
£1,702,587 9s, 11d., ineclusive of surveys,
water supplies, and departmental charges.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
WORLKS,

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister for
Works: What are the principal works pro-
posed in connection with the Fremantle Har-
bour covered by the estimated expenditure
of £1,500,000 as mentioned in reply to my
question of September 19th?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Dredging lhe entrance channel to 40 feet,
£465,000; bell mouth at entrance, £275,000;
inner harbour, £100,000; widening wharves
15 feet to cover slopes caused by increased
depth—Victoria Quay £157,500, North Quay
£142,500, total £300,000. In addition it may
be found necessary to extend the North Mole
1,750 feet to cover the channel, at an esti-
mated eost of £300,000; further, efficient
suitable plant must be obtained. The esti-
mated cost for hopper bucket dredge is
£100,000. This would involve either—(4d)
strengthening the slips at a cost of from
£15,000 to £20,000; or (b) provision of a
small floating dock at an estimated cost of
£40,000 to £50,000.

QUESTION—MEMBERS OF ALF. AND
C.P. LANDS,

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Have any applications been re-
ceived from soldiers enlisted in ALF. to
have their interests in C.P. lands protected
during their absence? 2, If so, bow many?
3, Have any regulations or c¢onditions been
laid down for graniing any assistanee by
postponement of payment of rents or other-
wise lo departing soldiers in A.LF.9 4, If
so, upon what date did these reguiations
receive Ministerial approval? 5, Have any
applications for postponement of renis and
protection of their interests during absence
by departing soldiers in A.LF. been refused
and lands and monreys paid forfeited? 6,
If so, how many? 7, Were the Crown Law
authorities congulted as to power to forfeit
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C.P. land in view of the War Precautions
(Postponement of Payments} Regunlations?
8, Is it the intention of the Government to
lay on the table the following papers:—(a)
The files in connection with all soldiers’ C.P.
lands forfeited since 4th August, 1914. (6)
Copy of the regulations (referred fo in
Question 3) for dealing with these applica-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied :
1, Yes. 2, About 800 individual settlers’
(emhracing over 2,000 holdings}. 3, There
are no formal regulations, the practice be-
ing based on Ministerial instructions on
ruestions arising from time to time. Ap-
plicants are required it comply with cer-
tain formalities, and, where the Agriecul-
tural Bank is concerned, to make arrange-
menis for the maintenance of the improve-
wments during Lheir absence. 4, Insirnctions
Lhave been given af various times since
the outbreak of the war. 3, None,
where the required formalities have been
complied with; but in some cases, where the
Agricultural Bank bas found that no ar-
rangements have been made for the main-
tenance of improvements, or where there
have been evidences of abandonment fore-
closure by that institution has taken place.
Forfeiture has taken place also in a few
cases of saldiers killed in aclion, where the
next of kin or legatees have expressed their
intention of abandoning any elaim. G,
About a dozen. 7, No, as the oceasion did
not arise so far as the Lands Department
was eoncerned. 8, (1) The files in any
specific cases named will be made available.
(2) See answer to No. 3. (Copy of a let-
ter forwarded to applicants, setting forth
the requirements of the Lands Department,
will be laid on the table).

LEAVE OF ABSEXNCE.

On motion by the PREMIER, leave of ab-
sence until the end of the present session
granted to the membher for Gascoyne (Mr.
Giilchrist), the member for Albany (Mr.
Price), the member for Subiaco (Mr. B. J.
Stubbs), and the memher for Claremont
{Mr. Wisdom) on the ground that they are
on active service in the Military Forces of
the Commonwealth,

[13]
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day—Amendment.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. FOLEY (Lecuora) [4.41]: When the
last Address-in-reply was being diseussed
in this House there was talk of peace on
earth and good will towards men, and from
the remarks of every one of the hon. mem-
bers who spoke, and especially the leaders
of the parties, one would gather that we
were going to have a session almost like
that of a mutual admiration society. The
present Opposition were then in office, and
stuek honourably and religiously to the com-
pact they made, that nothing of a contro-
versial natore would be brought before the
House. We find, however, that after hoisi-
ing the white flag, as it were, asking us to
adhere to the same poliecy, our opponents
shot at us on each and every possible ocea-
sion. There was never such inveetive, or
more in the way of insinuation thrown out
across the Chamber since I have been in
politics than bas been thrown out by these
hon. members, after their expression of
peace on earth and good will towards men.
I think that the anfair eriticism, the unjust
criticism, which were leaped upon the late
Ministers made their work especially hard,
and even more so than was cansed by the
stressful times through which the State was
passing. Those hon. members who now
ocellpy positions on the Treasury bench
know full well that the position of a Minister
at any time is an onerous one, and quite
apart from the trouble in which the Nation
is now plunged, that each one of them has
his own particular share of the State’s bur-
den to earry, and yet I do not think I have
ever heard anything more unfair than the
eriticism which was levelled at the recent
occupants of the Treasury bench by the pre-
sent occupants and their supporters. I am
glad to know that we now thoroughly under-
stand the position in which we stand. It
is party against party and we are out to
fight. 3y contenfion is that if we had still
been fighting and no white flag had been
hoisted, we would not have stepped aside
as we did during the last session, and would
have been able to give more assistance to our
Ministers in this Chamber than was possible
for us fo give after making the compaet
that we honourably kept, but which was
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not kept by ouwr opponents. Many of us
believed that eontroversial matters eould very
well have been debated. Controversial mat-
ters were brought on, but when we made the
compact not Lo fake a great part in these
we religiously stuck to it. We were, liow-
ever, there to be shot at, and we were shot
at on several occasions. We found that
every little tittle tatile, every liftle gutter
tallc was brought into this Chamber. Muech
of the criticism levelled at the then Gov-
ernment was the result of pavement talk.
| remember on one occasion, when the then
Premier, Mr. Seaddan, was speaking, he
askerl where the information came from.
The present Premier replied, “0Oh, yon can
hear it in the sireet” We can hear lots
of things in the street, and we need not
hear these things which are spoken of in
the street. It is very easy for any one to
have a convenient hearing when these things
are supposed to be said.

Mz, W. D. Johnson: They draw on their
imagination at times.

Mr. FOLEY : Undoubtedly that is often
done. Btill it is a slraight out fight now,
and we know exactly where we are. I be-
lieve, although a compaet was entered into,
and T was against it at the time, it is better
now to have a straight ont fight, party
against party. The State will reap the bene-
fit of the knowledge of those gentlemen, no
matter what their political faith may be.
This brings me (o the Country parfy, the
party that stood idly by and did nothing
when they heard eriticism being levelled at
the Government which had done more than
any other Government in Australia to help
the people the Country party were alleged
to be representing in Parliament. What
do we find? The late Government put bread
info the mouths of the people represented bv
the Country party, when those people were
starving, and when the first opportunity pre-
sented itself, it was {urned down by the
members of the Country party. That was
not what onc might have expected from
the Country party. The Labour party
comprises men who had no desire to roh
the wheat growing industry and who
did not view that industry in any paroehial
spitit.  They gave it all the assistance that
was required and as soon as that was done,
1the Country party, recognising that the posi-
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tion had been saved, kicked away the Labour
pravty. The lale Government gave every as-
xistance in the way of providing seed wheat
and tertilisers, paid the store bills, the doc~
tors’ and the maternity hills, and gave the
country storekeeper the opporlunity of get-
ting some ready money when the privae en-
terprise banks retused to help them. What did
they then do? As soon as the Government
went (o their assistance, they, of course, took
everything that was offered and then hit the
hand that fed them. The wheal growers—
and 1 separate them from the farmers every
{ime—were assisted af the expense of every
other industry in this State. The position
of the other industries is not a bhed of roses.
The mining industry on the fields has been,
I will not say neglected, but the hon. genile-
man who oceupied the position of Minister
for Mines in the lale Government will bear
me out when I say that (he money at his
disposal for the assistance of mining was
far smaller than it would have been had it
not been neeessary to provide so much to
assist the wheat growers of the State. Still,
we cannot blame the gentlemen who are sit-
ling opposite. It was not their fault that the
wheat growers got anything. They were clay
in the potter’s hands, and the potfers in
every instance were Messrs. MeGibbon,
Murray and Prowse, of St. George's-terrace,
Perth, who dictated what had lo be done.
The members of the Country party are in as
bad a posilion as any man in any walk of
life can be in.

Mr. Heitmann: They were not even al-
lowed to speak at the conference.

My. FOLEY: Here we have the position
where men outside Parliament are endeavonur-
ing to dietate the poliev of this Chamber.

Mr. Bolton: They have done so.

Mr. FOLEY: Yes, to a considerable ex-
fent. The gentlemen of St. George's-terrace
whom I have named, dominated the members
in this House now oceupying the cross-
henches on the Government side.  These
members did not have a soul of their own,
and they eould not say what they wished to
say. The late Government wounld never have
zone out of office if each and every member
of the Couniry party had had only his own
mind to consider. I do not say that they
voted wrongly to put the Government ouf.
Mare honour to those who, when there is a
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prineiple to follow, follow it loyally. After
this lilile sonz and dance busmess of the
wentlemen of St. George's-terrace dictating
the policy of our fiiends in this Chamler,
there was a mulual admiration socieiy meet-
ing lield at York, consisting of Messrs. Mon-
ver. Burgess and Marwick. Mr, Monger we
all know, either by repute or otherwise. He
declared that the genilemen occupying the
cross henches in this Chamber were no good,
and that confidence in them had been mis-
placed.  Mr. Buargess followed and de-
claved that those members of the Country
party in Parliament were of no use what-
ever. Mr. Monger up-ended himself aguin
and ddeclared that the parly had been dis-
ervedited by the reputation that it had in
the legislative halls, and I do not include
the mainbers in this Chamber only, but in the
other as well. Mr, Monger finished up hy
hack-seratehing Mr. Burgess and Mr, Mar-
wiek. My, Marwick and Mr. Burgess then
did the God bless the Duke of Argvle trick
with Mr. Monger, and when the psychologieal
mowent  arrived—everything had  been
rehenrsed beforehand—D>r. Monger dramati-
cally walked out. Then there was something

doing.  T'he first question asked was, “Is
Mr. Monger to represent York?”’ JMr. Bur-
zess replied, “Yes”  Mr. Monger was
it, and a big LT. Mr. Monger was

the only pebble on the beach, and as
soon as Mr. Burgess said that, Mr. Marwick
deelared that if they had different represen-
tation in Parliament they would be a dif-
ferent party altogether. Then they went on
and on until sumeone said, “We do not want
Griffiths in Parliament; we want Monger.”
Mr. Grilfichs, apparently, was all right in
his own way, he was not a bad sort, but Mr.
Monger was wanted. They declared that they
wanted Mr. Monger to replace Mr. Gardiner.
Mr. Gardiner was all right, but they eould
not trust him. Mr. Marwick got rather
mixed up at that time and apparently, not
remembering what Mr. Burgess had said,
declared that Mr. Gardiner was all right,
and that he was the only man in the party
who was worthy of a place in a Ministry.
Mr. Burgess stated that there was no man
in the party fit to take office. These gentle-
men then migrated to Perth and had a eon-
ference with the three gentlemen of St.
George's-terrace whom I have named. The
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conference was held in an insurance office
and everything was settled there. Theoy did
not want a big conference to settle malters;
they talked over things in a business like
way, and they said, “What are we going to
do?" We do not know what they did say,
but we do koow that the goals were sold. I
¢o not know what price was obtained for
tlhem, but 1 do uot suppose they fetehed
much. Anyhow, they followed out the in-
struciions of Mr. Monger and 1 do not sup-
pose the goats brought much because they
were not worth much. 1 do not wish to eulo-
=ise anyone, but I will say, after listening to
the hon. members who comprised that party
since they have been in Lhis Clamber, the
man they tradueed most, the man they said
they eould nat irust and belittle, and got the
Press in every way to belittle, did more from
a national spirit than all the rest of the
party puat together. [ should not have
thought as much of that member if he had
voted with the Labour party and had been
disloyal to his own party. Now I come to
the fourth parvty in this House. I am now
on to the lock, stoek, and barrel of the
fourth party. This party is hardly worth
eonsidering, but [ believe this party could be
put to excellent use by being sent down to
the Esperance district and placed on an
experimental block to settle the c¢uestion
once and for all as to whether there is too
much salt in the Esperance lands. That would
be a good occupalion and the gentleman
would be just as useful there as be is here,

AMr, E. B. Johnston: If I enjoyed myself
as much at Esperance as the hon. member
did at Narrogin when he came down to con-
duct a eampaign I would have a good time.

AMr. FOLEY: I never conducted a eam-
paign at Narrogin. I caught the next train
back after a look at the place.

Alr. E. B. Johnslon: Perhaps the same
thing might happen at Esperance.

Mr. FOLEY: . I was picked out by the
lender of the Country party when I was at
Narrogin. He wanted to know what I was
going to do. If the hon. member could be
as important a man in the Esperance dis-
trict on an experimental bloek as I was at
Narrogin for five minutes we would not be
able te get a hat to fit him. As far as the
fourth party in this House is concerned, I
believe I re-echo the opinions of every mem-
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ber, that twisters from one party tp another
do not last long; they are nof wanted.

Mr. E. B. Johnston;: What about your
Calonial Seerctary and Mr. Mahon?

Mr. FOLEY: As far as I am personally
concerned, I have never seen one man who
has gone over live foo long. During the last
elections for the Legislative Council there
was a gentleman who oecupied a position in
the Upper Chamber for many years. He had
a look to see which way the cat was jump-
ing. He did not know. He pulled out six-
penee and tossed it up and it came down
Country party. He stood for the Country
party and now he is taking on a hit of pri-
vate enterprise. There is only room for two
parties in {his State, the Government and the
opposilion party. But the whole business of
shufiling and twisting on the part of any
person has proved the correctness of the
labour leader’s words for many years novw,
that there is anly reom for two parties, that
is the Lahour party and those who oppose.
I want to leace the fourth party just for a
while, but I may say that when the Govern-
ment have finished with that party and got
all ont of him from a support point of view,
he will not last very long. He may last the
nexi election, but [ guarantee that he will
last only as long as the Liberal party want
him to last.

Mr. Thomsen: Do not be snch a pessimist.

Mr. FOLEY: I am a breezy optimist in
expressing that opinion. Although the Lib-
erals wanted the support of the Conntry
party, and tried all sorts of haits, when the
Country party asked that certain represen-
tation shonld be given to them, the Liberals
could not see their way to fall in with that
idea without consulting the country.

Mr. BE. B. Johoston: You offered the
‘Country party some baits at Narrogin but
they would not take them.

Mr., FOLEY: It is absolutely incorrect.

My, E. B. Johnston: I got it in very good
authority.

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member is like
the man who talks in the street. I had no
authority te offer any party a bait when I
went to Narrogin, If the hon. member is
correcl in his statement, it is only right he
should tell me who the person was who told
him; that is only fair. If the man who made
that statement is not prepared to back it up
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with proofs the statement is not worihy of
any member of Parliament. The hon. mem-
ber should give the man’s name,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It is generally un-
derstood.

Mr. FOLEY: It was generally under-
stood that tlie hon. member wasz a labourite,
but [ do not think he was; it was generally
undersiood that we were going to have the
Esperanee railway, but we are not going to
have it.

The Minister for Works: T am not so sure
about that.

Mr. FOLEY: leaving the wreckers for
awhile, I am going to deal with a few words
of (he Premier. In his speech the Premier
gave us nothing new. When we labour-
ites wore sent to this side of the Honse
—we did not go of onr own free will—we
were told that the new Government were
going "to straighten the finances, that
they were heaven-bern financiers; they would
put everything right. But we have the
Premier coming down with a Supply Bill
just as BMr, Seaddan did. The Treasurer has
gone hehind with the deficit month by month
since he has been in office, just as Mr. Scad-
dan did. When the Premier was on this
side of the House he criticised Mr. Scaddan
in asking for supply, but he hns done the
same. Ie has a deficit just the same as
Mr. Scaddan had, and he is even riding in
a motor car as Mr, Scaddan did. The only
point in which the Government differ from
Mr. Scaddan is, that when the gentlemen
opposite were in opposition there was
scarcely any retrenchment in the State, and,
as muoch as Ministers may deny it, instrue-
tions had been issued in certain depart-
ments that the services of every man pos-
sible must be done away with.

The Minister for Works: Can you give
the names of those departments?

Mr. FOLEY: Yes, I ean. One of them
is the State Sawmills department.

Mr. Taylor: That comes under the Minis-
ter for Works,

Mr. FOLEY: Word was sent to the State
Sawmills that the services of every man who
conld possibly be spared shounld be done
away with. Word was sent to the Railway
department soon after the Government took
office asking the heads of the hranches how
hest they could help to straighten the finan-
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ces and how many men they could do away
with.

Member: Is not that a business attitude
to adopt?

Mr. FOLEY: It is a business attitude,
but if it was a business attilude lo adopt
why are my friends opposite so sirong in
denying the fact. If it is a business attitude
they should throw their tails over their backs
and tell us.

Mr, Taylor: They have no tails.

Mr. FOLEY: Their tail is sitting here.
During the four and a-half years of the
opposition by members of the present Gov-
ernment, we were constantly told about the
will of Parliament being flouted, that Par-
hawent was neyer consulted, but the present
Government have gone further. If the late
Government went four, the present Govern-
ment have gone nap. Parliament passed a
Bill, for the benefit of this country, setling
forth that the Esperance railway should be
built, but immediately the Government eame
into office they stopped the construction of
the railway, not because of the salt at Esper-
ance, it “was because of the sugar. The
Minister for Works last night said that it
was not a question of salt, but that if the
Scaddan Government had not spent a mil-
lion and a-half there wounld have been money
for this railway. If it was the million and
a-half that the Seaddan Government spent
that was responsible for not building the
Esperance railway, why do not my friends
be honest and take the country into iheir
confidence and say, “You have spent the
money; this railway was not on our plat-
form; it was not part of our policy; we
will be honest and say that we will not build
it” 1In spite of the stoppage of the con-
struction of this raillway—and T may
say the personnel of the Commission
which has been appointed I do not
altogether agree with—I trust that
that portion of the State will get fair
consideration. Althongh it does not matter
a whit to me whether the Esperance
line is finished or not, for T could o to my
electorate to-morrow and oppose the Esper-
anee line and it would not make one vote
difference to me, but after the people’s re-
presentatives in Parliament have given
their word and Parliament has voted that
the railway shall be built, then I say in
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stopping the line the wishes of Parliament
have never heen flouted to a greater extent
than over this business. I wish to congratu-
late all the Ministers in obtaining office. I
am told the Minister for Mines has a lively
time ahead, not from any criticism which
may be indulged in on this side of the
House, but the Minister for Mines will have
the greatest job possible to convince his
own follnwers that he earnestly wishes to do
something for the mining industry,

Mr. Thomson: He is capable of carry-
ing out his intentions.

Mr, FOLEY: Yes, if backed by those on
this side, but he will have his work cut out
to convinee his colleagmes and supporters
that the niners are deserving of any more
consideration than was shown them by bis
precedessor in office.  The Minigter for
Mines won the Canning election by a sub-
stantial majority. Had we won it it would
have heen the greatest victory we ever had.
As it is, it iz one of the worst losses ever
we had. But it is not going to wreck the
Labhour party. The Labour party has been
built np on the losses sustained. However,
it will he difficalt for the hon, member to
fulfil his promises made during the eleetion.
There are to be tramway extensions in all
directions in that electorale, and the Min-
isler’s supporters in the House will be eom-
ing along with their requests for extensions
in their respective electorates. The Minis-
ter promised to build bridges, huk he has yet
to convinee his colleagues of the necessity for
those bridzes. T really helieve that if left
to himselt he would eheerfully asphalt the
Swan, Now we tome to the leader of the
Country party, described by the member for
Geraldton (Mr. Heitmann) as the Bulgarians
of politics—a shot, by the way, which the
member for Williams-Narragin (Mr. B, B.
Johnston) thought fit to appropriate to
himself. The leader of the Country party,
armed with the Labour ** Vangunard,’’ made
a gracious entry into the House. putiing on
a good deal of dog as he did so. He brought
in a dingo skin and stated thab the dingo
when alive had killed 283 sheep. I do not
know how the hon. member conld tell.

Mr. TUnderwood:
dingo’s tail.

By the rings on the
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Mr. FOLEY: After cousidering the state-
ment made by the leader of the Country
party I have come to think that Mr. Mon-
wer’s remark that all is not as it should
be in the Country party is about correet.
The argument that a dingo had killed 283
sheep is but a poor one to use in support
of a request for Government assistance, be-
canse to my mind if the owners of the
sheep had not sufficient initiative to kill
the dinge they were not worthy of assist-
anee. I suppose the owner of the sheep
thought that i was not his duty to kil
the dog, but that it was the duty of the
Govermuent to do so.  Wheat-growers
thronghout the State, and some of our far-
iners, have been spoon-fed for so long that
they do not think they should do anything
whatever for themselves, The hon, mem-
her touched upon a more serious guestion
when he referred to racing and betting. He
expressed the hope that the report of the
seleet eommitiee on racing and betting
would he adopted, and that legislation would
be brought in to deal with the alleged fwin
evils. In my opinion we will never do away
with betting. 1If we prohibit betting by
licensed bookmakers, men will bet ““nnder
the lap,” and we shall have the spectacle
of men going into devious places to make
hets instead of going to a licensed hook-
maker, from whom the Government would
he receiving a httle revenune. If the Gov-
ernment registered every hookmaker in the
State more good would he done finaneially
and morally than by adopting the report
of the select committee. Many people who
do not fully understand deeclare that book-
makevs are parasites and of a low class. I
have heard hon. membhers say that they
would put them all at the Front. I know
many horse-trainers, horse-owners, book-
makers, and jockeys now at the Frount, and
many more in ecamp. I want to tell my
friends who wish to kill the joy in every-
thing in life thai no class in the community
holds a monopoly of representation at the
Front. It was a most unguarded statement
for the leader of the Country party to make
when he said that he would spread a net,
rope in all the bookmakers, and despatch
them to the Front. There are many trving
to rush others to the Front with no thought
of going there themselves.
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My, Willmott: When did the leader of the
Country party say it?

Mr. FOLEY: He said it in this Chamber,
and it has been published in the Press as
his stalement.

Mr. Willmott: 1 knew that, but he never
said it at all. You cannot find it in Hansard.
Afr. Bolton: You may have cut it ouf.

Mr. FOLEY: 1 hold no brief for book-
makers, but all who go fo the races, inelud-
ing the publie, are alike in the game for what
they ean make out of it. If we were to do
away with bookmakers we wonld still have

‘the totalisator, whieh, in my opinion, is just

as iniquilons a form of hetiing as betting
wilh the bookmaker. As for the honour of
the hookmaler, it is in most cases above sus-
picion. One c¢an go to a bookmaker where-
ever one meets him to hook a bet. So long
as the parties are known to each other, each
aceepis the other's word. In that respeet
there is not in the world a more honourable
class (han the bookmakers. If, on the other
hand, one goes to the Stock Exebange and
buys, say, 100 Bullfinch sharves at 2s. for
delivery next day, and if next morning the
shaves ave £2, one will Lhave some difficulty
with the broker before getiing the shares.

Mr. Heitmann: Oh, no. I do not think
that is right.

My, FOLEY: T know of such an instance
of my own knowledge., Consider the pro-
portion if bookmakers who “take the knoek’!
with the proportion of stockbrokers sub-
jected to the same experience, and the bal-
ance will be found to be greatly in favonr of
the hookmaker.

Mr. Heitmann: The bookmaker may be
quite honourable, but his ealling is & useless
one.

Mr. FOLEY: There are many useless
callings.

Mr. Underwood: That of a politician, for
instanee.

Mr. FOLEY: Patrons of the totalisator
are robbed by that machine, for they do not
get the fractions and do not get the siated
odds., The totalisator should be registered
by the Government, and all fractions should
o to State charilies.  Alternatively the
totalisator should pay the exact dividends.

Mr. Bolton: They do, on the unregisiered.

Mr. FOLEY: The report drawn up hy the
select committee on horse racing was framed
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on the plea that the rotalisator is prelerable
to the hookmaker. It is a wide question and
I, witlh many others, am prepared to argue
that the hookmaker is jusl as essential as
the totalisator. That plea was largely based
on the conlention 1hal sometimes the totalisa-
tor pays £1 dividend for 10s., while the book-
maker pays only 15s. There were on that
committee untbhinking men who knew
nothing whatever abouwf racing, and who
forgot that the winning horse might have
started at ten to one and been backed down
to six to four, and that the book-
maker might have been paying the odds of
ten to one and so was really piving better
odds than was the totalisator. We require to
leave the wowser right out of umr consid-
eration of the question. Do away with bet-
ting and we wiil have no racing. How
much beiter to let the Governmenl have sole
control of it all and let them register the
bhookmakers and totalisators. 1f the govern-
ment of the whole thing were put in the
hands of three compelent officers, the State
would reap considerable henefit. That will
result in a system much preferable to the
system prevailing in Stales where betting
is done under the lap. Generally, I consider
the best system for racing would be to con-
trol it by an Aet of the Legislature. I trust
that the Government, in framing their Bii!,
will not be led away by certain opinions ex-
pressed in the joint seelel commitiee’s repori,
opinions expressed by men who know litile
or nothing of racing, much as they may
know of other subjects. The hon. member
whom I am now criticising also referred to
officers of this State. I was sorry to hear
him aecuse those officers of robbery.

Mr. Willmott: T spoke of a system of
rohbery.

Mr. FOLEY : How can one have robbery
without a system? A system may be good
or bad, hut it is a svstem.

My. Willmott: I said. a legalised svstem
of robbery.

Mr. FOLEY : I consider il was a dastardly
acensation against those officers. If the
officers demanded money which one did not
owe, one could exercise one’s right of appeal
to the Minister; but T am salisfied that no
officer of the Government wishes to take
from anyone money that is not rightly ow-
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ing. Next, I wish to toueh on 1he liguur
queslion, Many people are afraid to tackle

ithe liquor problem. I am on the black bouks
of the alliance for certain opinions 1 hold;
and I trust that 1 shall always hold thoze

apinions, even if il means that my
name  will  always  remain on  the
Wack books of thai  body. A little

while ago there was talk of a referendum on
the hquor question in this State, and the
smne thing was mentioned in this Chamber
the other night. The Atiorney General has
riven notiee of his intention lo introduce a
motion for the continuance of the 9 to 9
regulation. ¥rom the platforms we hear
voices crying, “We believe in trusting the
people, and we will give them the referen-
dum.”  The leader of the National
Council of Women, a lady named
Mrs. QOliver, went to Mr. Scaddan’s wmeel-
ing at Victoria Park and asked him a
question, to which ke returned a straight out
answer. Mrs. Oliver asked Mr. Scaddan
was he in favour of the referendum; and he
replied, “Yes; it is on our platform, and ¥
helieve in it, and 1 have always endeavoured
{o put it into practice.” The lady evidently
asked the same question of the other ecandi-
date, What that gentleman’s reply was [
do not know: but the alliance decided to
support Mr. Robinson. At the meeting of
the allianee which decided to support Mr.
Hobinson, there was present 8 gentleman
who never enters into party polities. I refer
to Mr, Prowse.  Mr. Prowse looks at the
liguor traffic from a broad national stand-
point. The night before the alliance eame
to & decision which candidate should have
their support, Mr. Prowse was there in his
non-party capacity, and said, “Seaddan is
no good; we must leave Robinson.” Now T
come to Mr. Robinson, the gentleman whe
was put inte Parliament by the Canning
electorate. As soon as he gets in, we find
lim giving notice of a motion for the con-
tinnance of the 9 to 9 regulation. We find
the Premier side-stepping the question by
every possible means. Lastly, we have the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson)} in-
froducing a private Bill in diametrieal op-
position 1o 1he motion of the gentleman who
holds the Attorney Generalship. The Lab-
our party are absolutely solid on ihe refer-
endum question.
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Mr. Thomson: I am glad to hear it.

Mr. FOLEY: But the gentleman
who is introducing the Bill T mentioned
voted against the referendum last session.
The member for Katanning voied against
the referendum.

Mr. Thomson: Becanse T did not think
the Government were sincere in the inten-
tions they expressed,

Mr. FOLEY: There are some men who,
though they are firm on the referendum, are
not willing to have their ideas tickled by the
prospect of a referendum on one question,
whilst the referendum is to be refused on
every big question. That is the point to be
considered, 1 helieve in the referendum,
and I would vote for the referendum, but T
am nof gaing to be bulldozed into voling for
a referendum hecanse a few people want it
on cne partiealar question, in connection
with which it would represent a mere sub-
terfuge on the part of the Government with
a view to escaping their responsibilities.
The lignor ruestion is one which should be a
responsibility of any Government in office.
When the second reading of the measure
mntroduced by the member for Katanning
comes on, T shall be interested to learn what
is the position of that Bill from a eonstitu-
tional point of view. As the member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Angwin)  has
said, if il s a money Bill needing & mes-
sage from the Governor, is that message
being fixed up as well?  However, being
only o common, ordinary, garden Labourite,
T suppose T do not anderstand these ligh
constitutional questions.  Whatever the re-
sult of the referendum, if a referendum is
taken, no (hanks will be due to the alliance,
and none to many of the prohibitionists. 1f
an alterafion of hours comes about, it will
be the result of the temperate people, and
not of the allezed temperance people, in this
community,  The really temperate people
will have the deciding voiece. A man who
dees not drink at all, who has heen a total
ahstainer all his life, is not necessarily a
temperance man. 1 am a total absfainer;
T have never known the taste of drink; but
I have an aversion for most teetotallers.
That mav seem a peculiar thing, but I can
assure hon. members that in earlier days the
fact that a man was a total abstanier was
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an indication that he was narrow-minded on
the drink question. I suppose it is due to
the circumstance of having been born in an
enlightened mining community that I am a
different kind of teetotaller. Another mat-
ter I wish the Government to take into eon-
sideration refers to dangerous indusiries.
The Attorney General, having visited the
goldfields, knows that mining is o hazardons
occupation. 1t the Attorney General has
not vistted the (imber districts, other Minis-
ters have done so, and they can tell him that
sawmilling is a hazardous occupation. In
this connection I wish to point ont that a
schedule of the Workers’ Compensation Aet
stands in need of amendment. The schedule
provides {hat in the event of a man losing,
say, a finger, or an eye, he shall be entitled
to certain compensation. Labourites have,
in sensen and out of season, constantly asked
that that schedule should he made compul-
sory. What is denied fo the employee is
granted to the employer, as far as that
gehedule is concerned, If it is good enough
that the employer should be permitted to
compromise for a lnmp sum, it is only right
that the emplovee should be entitled to sue
for a lump sum. A case occurred recently
of a man losing an eye, for which injury he
received only six weeks’ sick pay, six weeks
being the period e was absent from work.
That man was ahsolutely at a disadvantage
as compared with the employer. If a worker
broke his hand. it would take at least nine
or fen weeks to enable him to rcturn to
work. DDoes not the loss of an eye enfitle a
man fo some consideration hevond the aclual
time he is incapaeitated for work? Sarely
humanitarianism has not disappeared en-
tirely; surely the milk of human kindness
etill flows. TUndoubtedly the schedule T have
mentioned shounld be amended. In econnece-
tion with compromising for a lump sum,
there is a suprposed rule that insurance com-
panies cannot capitalise at more than 5 per
cent., which would bring the ecompensation
of £160 for the loss of an eye up to about
£185. In very few instances has that
amount been paid.  Sometimes compensa-
tion is paid affer a man has been out of
work perhaps 15 or 20 weeks from injury
to the eye or loss of an eve. But here we
have Lhe case of a man who, having lost an
eye, is off work for only six weeks, though
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he returns to work erippled for life, and
placed at a disadvantage as compared with
his fellow-workers. He is treated just as he
might be treated had he only lost the top of
his finger. Having lost an eye, the man is
at a considerable disadvantage as against
other workers, because employers will con-
siler they are taking a double risk with
him; and therefore he is thrown out of his
usual avoeation. That is a sad thing. I
want the Government to do something, and
T assure them that if they do it they will
have the support of every member on this
gide of the Chamber.

Mr. Thomson: Why did not your Gov-
ernment try

Mr. FOLEY: I am heartily sick of tell-
ing the hon. member that we did do so. We
did and we were baulked every time by the
Legislative Couneil and by the party to
which the hon, member belongs. Every
Labour member supported it, and every Lib-
eral voted against it.

Mr, Munsie: 8o they did in this House
just the same.

Mr. FOLEY: If toleration is going to
be their guiding principle they will be eon-
ferring a boon on the State, and no matter
what Government introduees it the members
of the Labour parly will all e unxious to
vote for it. There is another question that
I want to refer to, and it deals with the
Arbitration Acet. We saw recently the dif-
fienlty that was experienced hy the shop
assistants in their effort to get beforc the
eourt, This particular union had no desire
to strike; they did not want it known that
they had the strike mania. Their desire
was to settle their differences in a constitn-
tional way. and they wanted to use brains
instead of brawn. Every time they made an
effort to get to the court, however, they have
been baulked, with the result that at the pre-
sent time they are at the end of their tether
of toleration, and it is our desire to assist
them. We want to help them to approach
the court, and if we can do that we shall
confer a big boon on those people, and we
shall at the same time be assisting towards
the maintenance of peace and keeping down
industrial trouble.

The Minister for Works:
diffienlty.

What is the

293

Mr. FOLEY: The difficuliy lies in the
machinery clauses in regard to what consti-
tutes an industry.

Mr. Gardiner: It has always been a very
diffienlt question,

Mr. FOLEY: When Mr. Walker intro-
duced a Bill to amend the Arbitration Aect
he gave an opinion, but it was not backed
up in this House. Several legal gentlemen
have since told me that if Mr. Walker’s de-
gire had Dbeen carried into cifect it would
have obviated the difficulties whieh exist at
lhe present time. Let us hope that an
amendment will be introduced and we shall
then see every member of the House voting
for it, When people show a desire to seitle
their {ronbles in a consltitlulivnal way they
should be given every opportunity to do so.
With regard to mining, I desire to say a
few words on the subject of the recent
trouble on the goldfields. A great deal has
been made out of what happened recently
in conneclion with the employment of aliens,
but there really was not very much in it,
and little wonld bave heen bheard of it if
the mine owners, through their managers,
had shown patriotism. There were three
men on one mine who were alleged to be
enemy subjects, and to-day that number is
but a bagatelle eompared to what the posi-
tion was gome years ago. The management
were getting good work out of the Britishers
employed on that partieular mine, hut they
insisted on retaining the services of the
aliens. Will hon. members say that the
management were eonserving the best inter-
ests of their company in keeping those men
there? No. Were the anagement patriotic
in allowing the aliens to remain on
the mine when it was known they were
not nafuralised, and were in fact enemy
subjects? Obn another mine there were
four aliens employed, and if the Cham-
her of Mines had exhibited the patriotism
that one would have expected of them, and
which they should be compelled to show at
the present time, there would not have been
any trouble at all. If on this question the
management had gravted a conference that
was asked for by the men, and it shonld have
been granted, seeing that it affected the well-
being of the mining industry, there would
not have been any need for the Minister for
Mines to intercede.
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The Minister for Works: Were there only
eight men altogether?

Mr. ’OLEY: There were more, but these
eight men were employed on the big mines,
three on one, four on another, and one on the
third, The investigation in regard to the
naticnality of these individuals is being car-
ried on at the present time, and I do not wish
to say much in that respect. But I do desire
to express the opinion that if the poliey of
the Labour parly had been earried oul there
would not have been any trouble at all.
There is not one mining constitueney that is
not held by o Labour representalive, and all
were asked to deal with the question of the
employment of foreigners in mines. When
this gunestion was introduced into the Mining
Bill some time baek every Labour member
voted for it, and every opponent of Labour
voled against it, [ defy any hon. member
fo disprove my words, Just to show what
the employment of foreigners in mines
means, in 1912 1 was being ridiculed for
speaking on the foreign question, and the
present PPremier accused me of being un-
patriotiec. He said that my action was not
British. T wonder if he went to the Esplan-
ade on a Sunday now how he would gel on if
he made such a statement there.

The Minister for Works: There was no
wal then.

Mr. FOLEY: When the war was not on
there was no need for waving the flag of
patriotism, but when one is patriolic for
just what patriotism ig worth, then the opin-
ion is worth a great deal more.

Tlie Minister for Works: They had a right
{0 come here before the war.

My, FOLEY: The hon. member’s Govern-
ment or his party started them coming here,
lo the detriment of the Britishers who were
heve. 1 saidl at that time, and it was long
before the war, that every hundred foreigners
in a mine was equivalent to one more gna
pointed al Great Britain. There was no talk
of war ihen, but we could see what it meant.
Now hon. members wave the flag of pat-
riotism. This is what I said in 1912, when
the Mines Regulation Bill was before the
House—1 am quoting this from Hansard—

It ever the lime arrives for Ausiralians
to take action, whether on behalf of Great

Britain or for themselves, the action will

he taken by good Australians and Brit-
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ishers who in the pnst have been thrown
aside in favour of the foreigners in our
mines, and the foreigners themselves will
then sit back on velvet and say, “We are
uot Britishers, nor Australians and there-
fore there is no call for us to fight.”
When 1 uttered those words I had as big
a knowledge of the foreign question as any
member in this Chamber, that is to say, the
foreign question as it affected mining in
Western Australia. It was the knowledge
that did not make i{ possible for me to go to
the foreign cuarter in my own electorate
at night time. We did not at that time get
the vote of a single Liberal. We liad no de-
sive to throw the men who were here into the
sea, We only wanted 1o limit the number
who shonld be permitted to work with Bri-
tishers. One can go to the goldfields at the
present tinie, especially out in the back
couniry, and find perhaps 30 good Austra-
lians leaving their employmnent to enlist, and
their places rushed immediately by foreign-
ers, who go there in train loads. This kind of
thing is enough to make anyone wrath, We
wonder that anyone tallss eonseription there.
1 took Mr. Scaddan to the Gwalia mine in
1012, and showed him that there were em-
ployed on that mine ooly a handful of Bri-
tishers and quite an army . of foreigners.
Yet when we came to this House and asked
for legislation to enable us to regulate the
numwber of foreigners who should be em-
ploved in a single mine, we received no sup-
port from the then Opposition. If the pre-
sent Minister for Mines wants to earn the
good wishes of the mining community he
had betler introduce legislation to deal with
the foreizn question, and T assure him that

. he will receive support from every member

on this side of the House. When the confer-
ence that he is arranging takes place, if it
is5 to result in any good, I trust the
views which will Dhe pul forward in
respeet of the emplovment of foreign-
ers will fall on better soil than did
the views expressed by the workers at
the time when Mr. Gregory was Minister
for Mines, My, Gregory got opinions from
the various unions and the Chamber of
Mines as to what regulations were necessary.
In 1906 Mr. Gregory consulfed everybody.
but he took notice of only one party, the
Liberal party as represented by the Chamhber
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ot Mines. On the file in 1the Minisier’s oftice
—a file which has been on the Table of this
Honse— there will be found evidence of the
expenditure of many pounds of the State's
mwouney on telegrams sent by the then Minis-
ter 10 the Secretary of the Chamber of Mines
asking him what was necessary, what time
e would be at the Minister’s office, and
whether he could do anything else, And then
the draft of the Bill was sent to the Chamber
ot Mines and the amendments suggesied by
that body are siill attached to the Bill which
is on the file in the Minister’s office lo-day.
There was nol one suggestion of the Miners'
Union that was taken notice of. 1 trust the
present Minister will be able to convinee his
supporters that the miners are acting fairly
wihen they are asking for anything. He has
had an opportunity lately of forming an
opinion of those engaged in the miming in-
dustry, and if he finds it necessary at a later
stage (o fight his own supporters, we on this
side of the Hounse will help him in that
battle. There is another matfer ihat I desire
to touch apon briefly, though at the same
time as strongly as I am able to do. Every-
thing I have said has been impersenal; all
my actions in Parliament have been imper-
sonal.

Mr. Willmott : Especially ahout me.

Mr. Bolton: You do not eount.

Myr. FOLEY: Outside the walls of thix
Chamber members on this side of the House
have been subjected to the worst indignity
that it is possible to submit a man to by a
gentleman holding the honourable position
of Minister for Works in this State. We
noliced in the Supreme Court the other day
that a man was sued for calling another a
German, and the court decided that that was
a slander and a verdict was given in favour
of the plaintiff. When the Minister for
Works spoke at His Majesty’s Thealre sonie
nights ago he made the statement that the
T.abourites were (Germans.

The Minister for Works: Are vou sure §
mare it?

Mr. FOLEY: Absolutely; I have it here
and I am going fo read the siatement 1o 1he
House. The hon. member was speaking
about the Lahour party and preference to
unionists.

Mr. BRolton: He was given an opportunity
of denying it when it appeared.
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Mr. FOLEY: He was spcuking about ihe
Labour party and preference to unionists,
and | wani to say ineidentally that he is not
rame lo say to the Federal (Government that
he will not give prefercnee fo unionists iu
any Federa! work which he is carrying out.
He has not hackbone enough io stand against
the Federal Government and refuse to give
preference in respect to iheir work, He has
gol to do it; he is giving preference.

Member: [s that fair?

My. FOLEY: XNever mind wheibier it is
fair or not. He has not got the backbone
to stand against it. Speaking of the Labour
parly in this Stale (he hon. member said—

Those Germans at the Trades Hall would
deny a fellow man the right to live.
1 say that if the hon. member made that
statement it is absolutely incorrecl, and 1
am only sorry that the Standing Orders of
this House do not allow me to give expres-
sion to what 1 feel.

The Minister for Works: You should he
sure I said it first. .

Mr. Bolton: Yon have not denied it,

Mr. FOLEY: That is adding insuli to in-
jury. 1f he did not use the words the offence
is aggravated in that he did not give it
denial when it appeared. That is the gen-
tleman who prates about there being no mid-
dle course, and the one who is rising in
righteous indignation against anyone who
flowts hsm. He has placed a halo on his
head, bt T want te =ay that the individual
wlho nsed those words s not worthy of the
name of man. If he did nof use Lhe words
he has got less manliness about him becau<e
he has not denied it.

The Minister for Works: I suppose, Mr.
Speaker, I shall have an apportunity of re-
plying?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in impugning the manliness of an-
olher member. Does the hon. member «ax
the Minister for Works is not worthy the
name of man, or thaf. if the Minister said
those things, he is not worthy the name of
man ?

Mr. FOLEY: If he made the state-
ment, in my opinion. he is not worihy the
name of man; if he did not make the state-
ment and has not denied it, then 1.think the
same applies. When ithe hon. the Minister
for Works was asked whether he did make
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that stalement he did not deny it, and he has
not denied it up to the present, which makes
his offence all the worse so far as I am con-
cerned. I am potting the present Attorney
General right out of this question when I
say that when the Minister for Works made
that statement be did so beeause he wanied
to climb in to power on the shoulders and the
backs of the soldiers who are doing so mueh
for the British Empire at the front.

The Minister for Works: I was Minister
for Works at the itme; what are you tatk-
ing about?

Mr. Bolton: More shame to you.

Mr. FOLEY: You were Minister for
Works only temporarily; hecause if the elee-
tion had gone against my hon. friend, the
Attorney General, it would have been a case
of “Here goes nothing.”

The Minister for Works: But I was al-
ready sworn in.

Mr. TOLEY : Apnd if your party
had lost the election wvon would have
heen sworn oot shortly afterwards. In
any c¢ase you have been sworn at. ]
want to say this, that there is no
German biood in my composition, and I
do not want to prate of my relalives who
are fighting at the front; but if T could have
zot away I would not have been here to
hear any man called a German merely
becanse he is a labourite. I would be
hopping into the Germans quick and
lively, Turther, T may say thal I did
nol wait until eoming into this Honse
in order to give my opinion on this matler.
The very first time T met the hon. gentleman
I gave him my opinion. An older and wiser
« man ithan any of us here has said that any
place is the right place in which to say what
i5 just. I want to say that this statement
was not just nor fair; and if the hon. mem-
ber made that statement, which T contend
he did, as he has not denied it

The Minister for Works: Do you helieve
ke did?

Mr. FOLEY: I do believe it, and I say
in these ecircumstances it is guestionable
whether lie should be here at all. No words
of mine could be too strong on this subjeet.
While T am a member of this Chamber, or
while T have hreath in my bedy, I never wish
to speak to the hon. member again, nor do
T wish Tim to speak to me.
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The Minister for Works: You may have
oteasion to regret that.

Mr. FOLEY: We are sometimes told that
some men’s lemperaments are against them,
It is said that a man is too basty and it
is not right 1o act without decorum. But I
want to say (hat it was that spirit of hasti-
ness that toole our boys up the hill of Gal-
lipeli. They did not wait for decorum.
When they felt that they were in the right
they rushed in; and T can assure the hon.
gentleman that bhe is in for a rough time.
In the event of his denying that slate-
ment——

Mr. Bolton: Why didn’t he do it when he
was asked?

Mr. FOLEY: If he did not make the
statement, then I think it would be the only
manly thing for him to deny it.

The Minister for Works: Do you think T
was going to allow myself to be bullied by
you?

Mr. FOLEY : It is more manly to admit a
mistake than to stick out and say that one is
in the right; but I guestion whether you
have the manliness to de it.

The Minister for Works:
opinion,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I have already
told the hon. member that he must not im-
pugn the manliness of another member. The
hon. member used the words referring to the
Minister for Works that be is vnworthy the
name of man. That is not the proper ex-
pression to wse in this House and the hon.
member is now repeating the statement in
another form.

Mr. FOLEY: If T have transgressed from
your ruling, Mr. Speaker, I apologise to the
House. I wish to repeat, however, that until
thie hon. member denies responsibility for
that statement I bhave no wish to speak to
him and I do not wish him to speak to me.
And T shall never lose a chance ouiside of
this Chamber to attack him on this subject,
and T hope that the stigma will stick to him
like a leech until he does the fair and hon-
ourable thing and either withdraws the state-
ment, if he made it, or denies it, if he did
not. That would be a great deal more manly
than his present attifude. Should he do so,
I might even go so far as fo shake hands
with him, if he would go to the newspaper
and say that he had made a mistake.

That is your
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Mr, Bolton: Why has he not done ihat
hefore?

Mr. FOLEY: I am not my brother’s
keeper. 1 am merely telling the House
what T think of him, and I am sorry to think
that we have hon. members in Lhis House
who are capable of such eonducl.

The Minister for Works: You are on the
wrong {rack entirely.

Mr, FOLEY: The hon. member will have
an opportunity of proving that when he
speaks on the Address-in-reply.

Member: Will you withdraw what you
have said if vou find that you are in Lhe
wrong?

My, FOLEY: I am not in the wrong.
He was wrong in making the stalement at-
tributed to bim, and if he will admit that
much I am prepared to shake hands with liim.
I am not admitiing anything.

Member: That means, that even if yon are
proved to be wrong you will sliek fo whar
you have said.

Mr. FOLEY: No, I will not. All T am
sorry for now is that the Standing Orders
do not allow me to express my sentiments;
bul T will take every opportunity outside of
doing so in the strongest Australian lan-
guage [ am capable of.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury) [7:30]: 1
would like at the outset to extend my
congratulations to the new Ministry, that
is, such congratulations as an out and
out opponent can honourably extend to
them. I cannot go to the extent of the
fulsome flattery which was ladled out
to the latest Ministerial fledgeling by his
sardonic chief, but I am hoping that the
Attorney General, being a new member
of the House and possibly untrammelled
by the traditions of the old Liberalism,
may he a new and shining light to the
administration of Western Australin. There
are many politicians but statesmen are
rare. May I hope that out of the new
Ministry may arise someone who will be
entitled to the name of statesman.

Mr. Underwood: TUm! Yes.

Mr. THOMAS : If such can arise.

Mr. Taylor: You are hopeful.
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Mr. THOMAS: I am always hopeful ;
I am a chronic optimist. If such is the
case and he voices true Liberalism, and
has in his heart a love of the people and
a love of Western Australia, and makes
an effort to guide the destinies of this
fair young country as they should be
guided, he will find on this side of the
House at least one individual who will
extend to him, or them, as the case may be,
all the assistance that is possible. To my
friend the Minister for Lands, for whom
I have a very great deal of personal appre-
ciation, I extend further congratulations.
If there is one honpurable gentleman in
this Chamber who has won the appreciation
of all sides of the House by his courtesy
and by his general conduc¢t and fairness
during his membership of this House, it
is the hon. gentleman in question. I am
satisfied that it will be only some very
grave error of judgment on his part that
will cause him ever to be guided by party
spite or malice. As the years have gone
along we have heard from the various
parties which have occupied the Treasury
bench the statement that they favour
decentralisation. We have been told on
many occasions that the greatest evil which
can overtake a young country like Western
Australia is that we should indulge in a
centralisation policy. The head will grow
bigger than the body, consequently the
best development of Western Australia
must, be effeeted. The Liberal GGovernment
have made a statement that they propose
a policy of decentralisation and yet at
the late election, which I do not propose
to discuss, I find that the hon. member
who was successful in the contest for the
Canning promised the members of his
constituency an expenditure of something
approaching £2,000,000.

The Attorney General :
any such thing.

Mr. THOMAS: I have only heen in-
formed to that effect and I saw it stated
in & very reliable journal, the Vanguard,
that the hon. member had made a promise
that he would bring about an expenditure
in the Canning electorate of something
like £2,000,000. I accept the hon. member’s
assurance, however, that it was not so.

The Attorney General: The sum of
£120,000 was the utmost that was involved.

I did not aay
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. Mr. THOMAS: If he did make that
suggestion it was an intolerable proposal.
If he had made it, it would only have been
8 piece of political birdlime because it
would not be possible to carry out such
& promise.

The Attorney Ceneral: Why discuss
something which did not take place.

Mr. THOMAS : The hon. member has
given me his assorance and I have accepted
it. He does not mind my making a few
comiments on the possibilities of the question,

I hope ¢

Mr. Underwood : How much were
the bridges to cost ?

Mr. THOMAS: If such an idea had

been in the mind of the Minister and there
was some evidence of it—for I understand
there were two or three bridges to be put
across the Swan river—it is not in keeping
with the policy of decentralisation, quite
outside any part the Attorney General may
have taken in the election. 1 have
nothing further to say in connection with
that election because it is no use raking
up old sores. There was one thing that
I do take exception to in connection with
the election, but not so far as the Attorney
General is concerned. I take exception
to the attitude of the ** All British Asso-
ciation.”” In that organisation there are
many men of the very best intentions.
Mr. Underwood : You are casily satisfied.
Mr. THOMAS ; I am satisfied that there
are men amongst them at the head of
affairs, who have wvery good intentions,
but there are some individuals amongst
the members of that association who are
not worthy of the name of * All British.”
They have indulged in tactics in ¢connection
with this matter, and have made scurrilous
attacks upon the ex-T'remier, which are
un-British in character and unworthy of
the commonest scum of the State. It is
smudging the fair name of *‘ Britisher ”
to associate with it the names of such
miserable individuals who have been guilty
of such scurrilous conduct. Whatever Mr.
Scaddan’s faults may have been—and
I am prepared to admit that he has faults
—it cannot by any means he truthfully
alleged against him that he was anything
else but & true patriot, that he did anything
else but love Western Australia as it has
been the privilege of few people to love
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this country. I believe him to be British
at heart, and [ am prepared to believe
were a sacrifice to be demanded of him for
his country he would as cheerfully make
that sacrifice as any other loyal man in
Australasia would do. 8o much for the
scurrilous crowd who for political purposes
made this abusive attack upon the late
Premier. Mr. Scaddan is a man who has
served his country well and is preparecd
to serve the Empire in the same way.
Is it fair that he should Dbe attacked by
the [ow down individuals such as these I
have referred to and have aspersions
cast upon his character, and have it
scattered broad-cast to the world that
he is a sympathiser with Germans or
anything German?! I do not think
that the Liberal party had anything what-
soever to do with sueh scurrilous econduct,
for to do so would not be worthy of the
traditions which they hold. Such conduct
too is unworthy of British associations
within Western Australia, and if the
members of that association only knew
the character of some of the people who
are running it they would disband it
immediately. During his speech delivered
at the commencement of the debate the
Premier devoted a very large portion of
his time to a criticism of the trading con-
cerns started by the Labour party. I do
not think I am unjust when I say that
the Premier was hardly fair in some of
his criticism. He presented us with a
new set of figures which would e difficult,
if not impossible, for us to confirm or
deny. He drew conclusions which I do
not think were justified.

The Minister for Works :
the balance gheets.

Mr. THOMAS: That is right. 1 do
say that whatever the criticisms may be
there is one cutstanding fact that remains,
that for good or evil, the opinion of Aus-
tralia, and a big percentage of other parts
of the world is turned towards the political
control of many avenues of trade by the
Government of the country. It was the
out-spoken, pronounced will of the people
when the Labour party came to power
that certain trading concerns ghould bhe
introduced. I believe even to-day, al-
though some of these ventures have been
comparative failures for the time being—

You have had
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although little mistakes and errors have
crept in, as they have done in any business
concern the world over—there is a firm
conviction on the part of the people that
with time and experience many of the
avenues which have been open to State
enterprise could be kept open with advan.
tage to the State and the advantage of
the citizens as well. T think it would be
« great pity indeed if, for party purposes
or for party spleen or hbecause of an aggres-
sive feeling on the part of the present min-
istry, if any of these trading concerns which
have been started should suddenly be
stopped. I really believe that so far as
we have gone these trading concerns should
be given a fair, square, and honest trial.
It is & great principle—one which has been
very dear to the hearts of many people
of the country. Some of these trading
concerns have been successful ; some have
had littie trials and tribulations ; but there
are many big business ventures which we
have in Western Australia, which in their
early and initial stages did not succeed
but which ultimately returned vast profits
to those concerned in them. We have our
timber mills which have been a source of
profit throughout the whole of their oper.
ations, that is according to the latest
statements I have seen. It must not be
forgotten that a question which stands
even above the small profit is this—that
during the bad and strenuous times, which
during the past two years we have gone
through, private trading concerns have
closed their doors. But these timber
mills have kept going and have given
employment to hundreds of our citizens
al a remunerative wage. It seems to me
that in the vast asset we have in our forests
in Western Australia it is a fair proof that
they should be retained for the benefit of the
workers of the country and for generations
to follow after. Under State contro! T
am satisfied that the industry eould be run
properly. The proper control of our forests
and the maintenance of them for future
benefit could be instituted, and this would
enable us to reap in the future all the
henefits of that vast wealth for our citizens
and at the same time assist in keeping
this country going. In initiating this
trading concern the Labour party have
had some difficulty. They have heen
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sailing in uncharted seas. There are
many hidden rocks which they have not
always been able to avoid. But we have
gained experience, though better methods
in some instances could be introduced, and
1 entertain the hope that those trading
concerns may not only in the near future
gce the turning point in which there wilt
be a profit, but 1 hope in the days to come
they will be of material assistance to the
revenue of Western Australia. There is
no use in condemning them because they
are socialistic enterprises, because many
of our greatest statesmen have said to-day
we are all socialists. It is only a question
of degree. There is no hon. member who
docs not believe in State railways. There
is no member of the Country party whe
does not advocate additional railways run
by the State. There i not an individual
member who objects to our State education.
One of the proudest boasts we have and
one of our finest accomplishments is our
gystem of free education. Then it i3 only
a question of degree as to how many or how
few we shall have, We are all in a measure
socialistic. KEven the Minister for Works,
who is gazing at me so seriously, is in
his heart a Scoialist.

The Minister for Works :
somme good in me.

Mr. THOMAS : I believe the Minister for
Works has some good in him sometimes,
but he unwisely hides it. Underneath
however, there is much that is good. In
connection with the trading concerns we
have had o very fine exaimnple set us. Before
the war broke out we had the example in
England when the manufacture of muni-
tions was carried on almost exclusively
by private enterprise, and for some little
time Creat Britain relied upon private
enterprise to produce the need in the way
of munitions for not only England but for
her Allies who were in need of assistance.
What do we find ? That the system of
private enterprise hroke down in no time
hopelessly. Tt was totally inadequate. We
find Mr. Lloyd George coming to the front ;
we find him taking over factories and we
find him organising under Government
control, spreading the works, nearly the
whole of them under Government control,
with the result that to.day, we are told,
not only have the Allies got a sufficiency

I must have
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of munitions equal to that of their opponenta
but probably superior. This has all been
due primarily to State control. If in the
hour of the Empire's danger, when it
seerned that the fate of the Empire was
trembling in the balance, the Imperial
Govornment forsook private enterprise and
turned to State control with succoss, it
does szem that there is an argument in
favour of that in the interesis of better
organisation, and in the intervesis of the
people as & whole. Therofore, we should
give & fair trial to those ventures we in
this State have undertaken and if they
are good and wholesome we might oxtend
the field. The moember for Guildford (Me.
W. D. Johnson} pointed out the other
eveningin  connection with the brickworks,
thet we had reduced the price of bricks
to the consumer by £1 per thousand.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Min-
ister) :  That was contradicted.

The Minister for Worke: I will give
you the figures.

Mr. THOMAS: At the tims the brick-
works were started the price of bricks
in Western Australia was abnormally high.
Of courso it may be a coincidence that as
soon as the State brickworks wore started
the price came down, but oven if we lose
a triflo in the frst year in conducting thoso
works, if we are saving to the Glovernment
and to the private consumer thousands of
pounds, it is a fair proposition for the
Government to protect the citizen, hecause
they are then increasing the work of the
community.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The works had
the cffect of regulating the price.

Mr. THOMAS: During the stormy
times of last session, whon land Bills were
passing through this and the other Chambor,
and the Country party were in the zenith
of their optimism, and the Labour party
were criticised for their want of sympathy
towards the farmers, those who sat on this
gide of the House were load in their ad-
vocacy that a broader policy of land
development should be introduced in West-
ern Australia and that wo should give mors
liberally—goodness knows we gave our all
— towards the struggling farmer. The
Labour party went out of office and, shall
I say, an unholy alliance was formed
between my bucolic friends and the Liberals,
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from which it appeared, when the frst
negotiations were being carried on, that
the Country party, after having milked
the Labour party dry, were likely to receive
some henefits from the Liberals, who were
anxious to fill the seats of the mighty and
at the same time draw the emoluments
attached to the occupancy of those seats
Promises were made but where does the
fulfilment come in ? I think mwy Machia-
vellian friend, the Premier, has sold the
Country party a pup. Out of the fair
promises which were made we find that a
Commission has been appointed with vague
and nebulous powers. This Commission
18 going t0 sit from now wuntil they have
prepared a Teport, and even aiter they
have returned their verdict, which 1 fear
wili not carry very much weight in Western
Australia, it is problematical as to whether
much good will aceree from it. Not that
I do not think a Royal Commission is
desirable, but without wishing to meke
ahy comparisons or cast reflections upon
the individuals composing that commission
I may say that I have not the confidence
in them that I would like to have that
they have the power and ability and know-
ledge to give to the Parliament of this
country recommendations that will be
of permanent value and help to solve the
vexed problem of how to make farming
a success. I hold that the Covernment
were wrong when they did not include
some Parliamentarians on that commission,
because we have within the walls of this
Chamber, and also the other place, members
who have been sent here as the direct
representatives of the farmers. To-day
we have seven or eight gentlemen who are
the choice of Western Australia, who
represent all the intellectual capacity that
it is possible for the farming community
to select.

Mr. Underwood : Alleged to possess.

Mr. THOMAS: DPerhaps I should have
said alleged to possess.

Mr. Underwood : Monger did not allege
anything about it.

Mr. THOMAS: I have not paid much
attention to what Mr. Monger said. But
whilat these gentlemen are here representing
the farming industry, and I do not claimn
to agree with their views, they have been,
selected by the farming community of this
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Stete to represent thom, not o single one
of them has been thought worthy of taking
a seat upon the Commission. I wventure
to say that we are belittling the authority
of Parliament. While it is possible to
go outside and select any individual to sit
upon a Commission such as the one I am
referring to, there is not one member of
Parlinment, apparently, fitted to take part
in the deliberations of the Commission. If
Parliament had bheen given representation
on the Commission, that representation
would have been invaluable to our sub-
sequent deliberations. We would have had
the opportunity of going through afl the
details here first hand and to learn the
wishes of the farmers through the Par.
limmentary representative snd when the
verdict recorded in the report was pre-
sented to us, there would have been at
least onc man eu fait with all the par-
ticulars of the report, on whom we could
have fallen back, and he would have placed
a fair statement before this deliberative
Assembly.

The Minister for Works: Do you think
the Commission then would have carried
more weight with the public ?

Mr. THOMAS: I amin not concerned
about that.
result, that is the passing of good legislation
for Western Australin. 1| have not such
a poor opinion of Parliamentarians as
to think there is not one man in Parliament
who is not fit to oifer an opinion on a
most vital guestion that is going to affect
the destiny of Western Australia in the
future. If there is not one man in this
Chamber fit to occupy a seaton the Com.
mission, then there is mo one in this
Chamber who is fit to be a member of the
Parliament of tha country.

The Minister for Works : I think it would
be an invidious position for a member of
Parliament to oceupy.

Mr. W, D. Johnson: Better to be invid-
ious than useless. The Commission’s report
will be useless.

Mr. THOMAS : A member of Parliament
by his training, by the fact that he is in
- touch with the people so frequontly, and by
his experience in studying Acts of Parlia-
ment, possesses & knowledge which in &
case like this would have helped him to see
points more quickly than the individual

I am concerned only as to the.
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without previous experionce in the directions
I have named. 1 think it is a great pity
that at lcast one member from each House
of Parliament, as well as five or six, or even
saven, others if necossary, tho hest brains
that monoy could buy in Western Aus
iralia, or out: of it if necessary, was not
selected to fill a seat on the Commission.
We are tackling the bigpest problem. the
one great basic problem we shall ever have
to tackle in this country. We want to
gathor together by any means and any
oxpensa the weight of evidence that will
diroet us towards making our farming lands
a sucecuss and the farmers prosporous.  Thon
we shell have laid tho foundation stonc of
Waostorn Australian prosperity for all time
toe como. The action of the {iovernmont
has belittlod the institution to which we
beleng. We must have lost faith in our
Parhament because we say to the country
thore is not & man here with intollizence,
integrity or ability who can sit on that
Commission. DBut we pick up scme out
sider, put Lhim in the position and allow
kim to waste 12 months and then come
bneck to Parlisment with a report, which
may not win the confidence of any ssclion
of the community. The prescnt Covern-
ment on coming inlo power were face to
face with the great possibilities. 1 have
felt all wlong, and particularly since I have
had an opportunity of mecting a number
of farmers, that the question of the de-
velopment of the farm lands of this country
has never becen thoroughly and properly
tackled b any Minister who ever sat on
the Treasury Bonches in Western Australia,
There hasbeen that lack of local knowledge,
that lack of detail, that lack of friendly
appreciation of the real difficulties of the
struggling farmer. If I desired to pick out
& man to become a sucexssful Minister for
Lands I would say to him ‘ Go out into
the highways and byways, and meet the
farmers in every section of Western Aus-
tralia for the next six months. Do not
meet them at formal gatherings where the
modest individual cannot express an
opinion : meet them in their home life in
a firiendly way and have an opportunity
of hearing their views, the minute details
of their troubles, gradually you will absorb
from them a knowledge of their difficulties,
their thoughts and their failures, and
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having learned from all of their experionces
you would be able to huild upon the besis
of their exporionces o structure which will
be & success and make for the proaperity
of our country.””  That hes never been
done in this Stato, and it will never be
done, because probebly of the bugbear
of party politics, becouse it is alweys party
and ever will be perty, and success does
not depend on the justice of & policy but
on the wey in which we reach the people.
Leeving thet question for & moment, [
went to take oxcuplion to the credit which
has been claimed by the Ministry for the
fect that thoy heve once more reverted to
tho old system of cerrying fertilisers over
the railways for & chargo of e farthing per
ton when it costs the country a penny per
ton to cerry the fertilisors. On the surfacae,
this mey appear a somewhat generous
action end the right thing. I would not
80 much complain if it were only being
dono to assist the farmer who is a little
bit behind, if it wore only being dons to
assist the mean who is struggling on the
land end has yot his way to mako. Dut
such ig not the ¢ese. While the struggling
fermer no doubt benefits in & small moa-
sure, S0 also does tho wealthy and success-
ful farmor who is in & position which entitles
him to pey & fair thing for the carriege of
his goods. He also reaps & pert of the
benefit,

Mr. W. D. Johnson : He reaps tho whole
benefit,

Mr. THOMAS: Probebly the whole.
And the result is thet the whole of the
people ere compelled to carry a hurden
in the wey of taxastion in order to give a
benefit to people who do not nocd it. The
people heve to carry taxetion to make up
the £30,000 which this concession will cost
the country. A hetter plan would be to
make & fair and honest gift to the farmer
who is struggling and needs it, and to make
the wezlthy scttler pay &g every other
memher of the conmnunity has to do for
the services rendored by the State. I
have, on the floor of this House on more
then one occesion, appealed to throo sue-
cessive Ministers who have occupied thet
Position during the five years I have been
& member of Parliament. I have ploaded
with what little ability I may possess for
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somue consideration to he extended for the
development fo the South-Wastern portion
of Western Australia. Mr. Bath gave me
every sympathy. In s kindly, gentlemanly
wey he geve me fair promises. His sue-
cessor, tho member for Guildiord (Mr. W.
D. Johnson), elsc gave me some more
promises. He said 2 lot of nice things—
thet he believed the lends in the south-
western portion of this State were oxcellent,
superior to much of the best land in the
other Stetes. But sll T got was promises.
While millions have been spent in assist-
ence te farmers in their wheat ares, prac-
ticelly nothing at ell in five yoars has
been done to assist the development of our
south-western territory.

Mr. Wilimott : Hoar, hear!

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister) :
The member for Guildiord told us the other
evening that he carried out every promiso
he mede.

Mr. THOMAS : If I had any desire for a
passago of arms with the hon. member, I
would remind him of another promise he
gave of what he wes going to do for the
dovelopment of the South-west by way of
harbour works at Bunbury. From the
day he took office until he left he gave me
promises and nothing more. I think in three
yoars he spont £3,000 on that work. When
ho came to Bunbury he said, *“ Wa want big
men with big ideas to earry out big works.”
A feoling of pride ran down my spino and
stimulated my nervous dgystem as the
people checred him as the man who was
going to do these great things. Every
time I get mn opportunity, whether it be
on the floor of this House or on the public
platiorm, I em going to stick to this ques-
tion of the dovelopment of the South-West
until, if [ heve the power, 1 shall heve
contred public ettention on this mattor
in such & wey as will force any Minister
or any Government in power in this country
to give ettontion to the development of
the South-Wost. In thet territory wo have
e certein reinfell over an arca as large as
whole of Victorie, with a climate which is
most healthful ; but while millions can he
spont on the dry ereas of this country,
whoro it is problemutical, very doubtful
indeed, whother success will ever come,
in this other aroa where there is a possi-
bility of closer settlement and intensc
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culture and every prospeet of building

up successful happy homes, what have
the Government done ? Not s single thing.
Ii is true we have an irrigation scheme at
Harvey, which cost, I heliave, something
like £40,000. Some time ago, I advo-
cated in this House a scheme for closer
gottlement and ready-made farms. I had
consultad all the best authorities available
on this subject, and as & result of their
ideas, I suggested a scheme based on the
lines laid down by my Iriend, the ex.leader
of the Country pariy (Mr. James Gardiner)
who has adopted the system of ready.made
farms in the Midland district. 1 urged on
this Houso that we should go in for the
closer settlement of the South-Western ares,
we thould take an arca say of 40 wucres of
good land, put up a ring fence, clear as
much of the land a8 our experis suggest,
and build a modest little home on the land.
Having done all these things and made s
number of farms ready for occupation,
in order not to allow anyone to oxploit
the Government, we should appoint a
board, one member of which should be a
representative of thet part of the State,
to select from among the applicants tho
individual most fitted to make a sucecess of
mixed farming and intense culture. We
should place those individuals in those
homes and give them a clear run for five
vears without the payment of onc brass
farthing in rent to the State. Bub I would
make a condition, that the settiers should
make certwin improvements during tho
five vears, so that the clearing and im-
provements cffected would make the hold-
ing more valuable at the end of five.year
term than it was at the beginning. At the
end of the five years 1 would capitalisa
the whole thing, and would then give the
individual 30 vears in wlich to pay for it.
But there is onc bedrock principle I would
inclade. I have noticed that in the wheat
arcas the farmers have been assisted by
the Agricultural Bank. They have been
assisted with money and alter that has
been exhausted they have apnplied for
assistance by way of fertilisers. Then
they appeal to the Industries Assistance
Board, and by every avenue assistance is
sought from beginning to end, until it has
become a ¢uestion of one continual and
successive appeal for help and still more
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help. 1 am satisfied that it is against
human nature to build up a soetion of the
people to be always trying to lean on the
Government. By such a8 mgans you are
sapping their virility of character and
bringing into existence a body of people
who will for ever plead and bheg so long as
the public purse is open. Thereforo, I
would make one bedrock condition, that
the first assistance in providing a ready-
made farm should be the last and only
assistanca. 1 would say to a man ‘' Go
on the land. There is a ready-mads farm
and a good homsz provided for your wife
and family ; but remsmber this: you must
succecd or get out and meke room for some
other man who will.”™ It i8 no good going
on always helping & man who is a failure.
Nothing fails like failure in the same way as
nothing sucezeds like success.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Where are you
going to get the money for your interest
bill ¢

Mr. THOMAS: The interest bill for
five years would not be much. I asked
the hon. the Premier in the last Parliament
for £10,000. I estimate that for that
sum 20 to 30 ready made farms could be
established. But make it £20,000, £30,000
or £30,000, so long as we have some
definite scheme for the development of
that portion of the State; and I plead
earnestly with the present DMMinister for
Lands that he will give me that oppor-
tunity. The expenditure over the first five
years would not be large. I would not
charge the settler anything for those five
years, and at its termination T would
capitalise the whole thing and then give
hirm 30 years in which to pay for it.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: He would hang
on for five years and then clear out.

Mr, THOMAS : As I said, I would also
stipulate that certain definite improvements
should he carried out during the term of
five vears, so that at its end, if the man
leaves the holding it will be of greater value
than when he took it up. We have one
irrigation scheme in the South-Western
district, and it promises to be a hig success.
We have in the Collie River great possi-
bilities for another scheme. Tf I remember
rightly, it is computed that the first weir
to be put in would give us sufficient water
to irrigate from 2,000 to 3,000 acres. If
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another weir were to be put in higher up
it would provide sufficient water to irrigate
from 5,000 to 10,000 acres. By putting
in a third weir we could conserve sufficient
water to irrigate 40,000 acres of land—
one of the finest gravitation schemes of
irrigation in Australia. Picture the possi-
bilities with an adequate rainfall during
the major portion of the year and the
blessings of irrigation for the remaining
period ! What limit could there be to the
productivity of that area with all these
grand possibilities ? We are sending mnen
out on to other areas to starve, and nothing
is .done, or ever has been done, and I
sometimes fear that nothing ever will
be done. The ecost of the land wvaries
from £3 to £30 per acre. We have had it
told us often enough that we are sending
a million per annum out of the country
for dairying products. As the outcome of
this proposal for closer settlement I
want to see Western Australia get that
million pounds per annum which is going
to the Eastern States. My idea is that
this scheme should be initiated in colenies
where good land is available. Wherever
there are successful farmers in the South-
West they are to be found on small holdings.

Mr. W, . Johnson : Picked land.

Mr. THOMAS : And 1 want them to have
picked land ; there is plenty of it not
being used to-day. I want the Government
to extend the system of providing the
settlers with first-class dairy cows—not
necessarily first-class by breeding, but
by test as the highest producers of milk
and butter—and by a system of elimination
gradually to get rid of what indifferent
animals the farmers have. The Govern-
ment should also provide them with stud
stock. The farmer would be paying a
small amount per week to the Government
for the use of the dairy cows. I wish to see
that system introduced with this scheme.
The farmer could pay back his few shillings
per week and make a pood profit for himself.
Provided the Clovernment put in the right
dairy herds and the right stud stock the
result in five years time would be that we
should have the finest dairy herds in
Australia, and have the dairying industry
established and bringing wealth and pros-
perity to the State. What saved Victoria
in the days of her trial and difficulties ?
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Nothing but the dairying industry, I
earnestly appeal to the Minister to give
some attention to our portion of the State
where there lies an infinitude of possibilities,
where there is a fair beautiful province
to be developed, where there are possi-
bilities of making homes and successful
farms, possibilities that lie nowhere else
in Western Australia. Let Ministers cease
the waste of money, let them cease adding
more to the profligate waste of the past,
let them turn attention to the portion of
the State where success can be achieved,
let them spend some money there, if only
sufficient to demonstrate that that success
is achievable. I trust that the Minister’s
term of office will see something accom-
plished, something done. I had expected
some light and leading from the leader of
the Country party when he addressed the
Chatmber the other night. I had expected
to hear from him some explanation of the
connection between the agrarians and
the—

Mr. O’Loghlen : Bulgarians.

AMr. Willmott : I aslk for the withdrawal
of that most offensive word. I strongly
object to this party being called Bulgarians
in the House; T will myself try to deal
with any man who applies it to them
outside.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not rigse to a point of order and then
make statements. He takes exception to
the term Bulgarians as applied to his party.

Mr. THOMAS : I did not use it.

Mr. ’Loghlen : I made the interjection.
It has been made 20 times in the House
and no exception taken to it. It has been
permitted by you, The hon member’s
wounded dignity has come a bit too late.

Mr. SPEAKER: The mere fact that
[ have permitted it does not make it per.
missible once the hon. member takes
exception to it. The termn has been used
three or four times, but similar terms are
frequently applied here. For instance,
one party will refer to another as ' the
Trades Hall Party,” and now we have a
party referred to as the Bulgarians. I
have understood in the past that such terms
were mere pleasantries. However, the term
‘ Bulgarians” is to-day just as offensive as
a3 the term * Germans.” DTverything de-
pends on the circumstances, and if objec-
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tion is taken to the term it rousét not be
used.

Mr. THOMAS: T am sorry that any-
thing should have occurred to disturb the
serenity of hon. members. I was dis-
appeointed that the leader of the Country
party did not offer some explanation to the
House ay his reason for having deserted
this side to join another party on the
Government benches. He gave a certain
amount of support at difierent times to
the Labour Party, and suddenly, for
reasons which I cannot understand, he
deserted ws, took up another position in
the House and has romained silent,
offering no explanation to the House or
the country why he did so. Surely in
adopting almost a new attitude and a new
frame of mind the leader of a party should
have the courtesy to explain why he has
done so and what he hopes to gain in the
future. However, as the leader has not
done so I hope some other member of the
Country party will proffer an explanation.
I expected also that on the questions of
land administration and the development
of any portion of Western Australia the
leader of the Country party would have
had something to say.

Mr. Willmott: When there is a royal
commission sitting ?

Mr. THOMAS: The hon. member was
silent. He knows not how long the com-
mission may sit, but by the mere offer of
& commisgion—in the appointment of which
his party has been slighted—he is drugged
into a somnolent silence.

Mr. Piesse : In what way has the party
been slighted ?
Mr. THOMAS: Tecause no member

of the Country party has been appointed
on the commission. Evidently the Govern-
ment do not think much of the ability of
the Country party.

Mr. Heitmann :
with the Liberals ?

Mr. THOMAS: Yes, in that respect
T do. The leader of the Country party, in
the cowrse of a somewhat famboyant
utterance which, if it did nothing else,
conduced considerably to the gatety of the
House, produced amongst other things,
wrapped in a Fanguard, a huge dingo
gkin. But while the hon. member, in that
peculiar melodramatic style he has cul-

Do you not agree
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tivated, was wafting this skin before

the House and trying to get some sympathy,
hon. members broke inte laughter, and
the leader of the Country party said “ You
laugh ; you should weep.” Well, I think we
should, for the only thing that speech eguld
have been expected to produce was tears.
We are told of & measure propesed by the
Government in the nature of a redis-
tribution oi seats Bill. I have been given
to understand, in reading the Colonial
Secretary's speech, that it is to be quite a
decent measure. It seems they propose
to introduce something that will be just
and equitable. For my part, if it is a
fair, just and equitable proposal, calculated
to do equal justice to all, they can count
on my vote in carrying the measure into
effect. That is, of course, if it is fair and
just, irrespective of party and creed. If
it is a decent, honest measure I will vote
with the Government in putting it on the
statute-book, I propose to say a word
in respect to the Taxation Department.
The member for Nelzon (Mr. Wilmott)
has been critisising the department, and,
while he may have stated an extreme case,
I think some measure of criticism is the
department’s due. 1 know a number of
people who have just grievances against
the autocratic methods of the department.
There is a young fellow in business "in
Bunbury who has been known to me for
13 or 14 years as a strictly honourable
man. He made a little mistake in his
income tax return. When questioned he
gave the freest and fullest details. The
department went back for many years.
The amount involved was £20., They
inflicted a 100 per cent. Ane on him, ancd
then wanted to charge him interest on the
money as well. This has been going on in
Western Australia for a number of years.
Another gentleman in Bunbury who was
attacked in the same way—the Taxation
Commissioner wanted to assess his income
at 100 per cent. extra—took the apinion
of an important firm of solicitors in Western
Australia, and they told him that the
Taxation Cominissioner had no such power ;
that he had only the power to take a man
before the court and let the court deal
with him, or to inflict a fine or 10 per cent.
if the return were delayed. For years
past the Income Tax Commissioner has
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been _exercising;a form offfterrorism, and
-

has been_compelling men, who desired to
avoid the publicity of the law courts to
pay huge sums which they never had any
right to pay. The Comumissioner has oiten
almost converted an innocent man into &
criminal, simply because the tax.payer
did not wunderstand every detail of the
Income Tax Act. I think it is time that
the Promier gave some consideration to
this matter, and did something either to
alter the Act so as to give the Commissioner
power to do what he has been doing, or
else compel the Commissioner to refrain
from extorting money from people whom
he has no right to bill. To give the In.
come Tax Commissioner autocratic power
to do what he wishes is absurd. I honestly
helieve that if the question of the moneys
extorted from taxpayers in days gone by
were brought into the law courts, the
Government would have to disgorge thou-
sands of pounds. One matter with which
I must deal is the question of our returned
soldiers. Lhave noticed in my own electorate
that, either through carelessness or through
some fault of the Defence Department,
men have been struck off the pay list who
are totally inecapacitated from eamrning a
living. There is one case I have had in
hand for two or three weeks, without as
yet obtaining any satisfaction. The man
is married, and bed.ridden, and has not a
shilling. It seems to me that we are
thumping the drum and waving the fag,
and talking of the glories of patriotism,
to incite our citizens to go and fight for
the Empire, and that when they come back
they are too soon forgotten and too little
is done to make the path easy for men
who have done sc much for Western Aus.
tralia. I think that the extreme of leniency
should be shown, and that where there
is a question of any description the man
should be maintained, and suitably main.
tained, until such time as he is well enough
to take up his ordinary employment.
Instead of that, I know of a young fellow
who hasg returned with his nerves ahsolutely
shattered and broken—he is apparently
fit physically, but quite incapable of
following any occupation. The Military
authorities have offered that young fellow
5s. per week. TFive shiilings per week for
a noble defender of our country! Five
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ghillings per week for a man who has held
the trenches in France and in Gallipoli,
one who has shown all the heroism which
has won deathless fame for Australia !
When that soldier returns a wounded and
shattered hereo, #s. per week is good
enough for him to live on. If something
better is not done, I shall be ashamed for
my country, ashamed to think that we offer
such a pittance to a man who has offered
his life for us. Is it a fair thing ? Further,
I understand that the maximum allowance:
for a toteally incapacitated soldier is only
30s. per week. Thirty shillings for a man
who is maimed and incapacitated for all
further oceupation ! A man may have left
£4, £5, or even £10 per week to fight for the
Empire ; he does his hest ; he is a herd
in the fight; and when he comes hack
wounded and unable to help himself, we
say to him, * You are a noble fellow ; you
are a hero; we will give you thirty bob a
woek ; grow fat and prosper and accumulate
wealth ;  live for the rest of your days,
a wounded hero, on thirty hob a week.”
Australia ought to be ashamed of it. A
man who goes to the war loses a leg or an arm,
as the case may be, and, when he returns
incapacitated from earning his living, he
should be enabled, if he so desires and is
fit to do so, to marry and rear a family,
being maintained by the State so long as
he lives. It is the very least portion of
what we owe to him, the very smallest
return  which we can offer.

Mr, W. D. Johnson: That will have to be
done before we get conscription in Austra-
lia,

Mz, THOMAS: I noticed that Mr. Hol-
man, Premier of New Sonth Wales, stated
that if the Federal Government did not
make provision for the retwrned soldier,
the New South Wales State Parliament
would do it.

Mr. W. D, Johnson: That is impossible.

Mr. THOMAS: I say it is not impossible.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: YWhat chance have
we of pgelting taxation for that purpose
through the Legislative Council?

AMre, THOMAS: Does the hon. member
mean to tell me that if a proper appeal
were made to the people of Western Aus-
tralia for power to impose taxation for this
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purpose the Legislative Council would dave
to refuse to pass it?

Ay, W, I, Johnson: Why lift the burden
oft the Federal Parlismnent?

Mr, THOMAS: 1t we cannet move the
Federal Pariiomment, then a certain  duty
rests on us; and I for one am anxious, if the
opportunity offers, to move that the House
make belter provision; provision fo enable
the soldiers to live in deceney and comfort
whan they return to Western Australia once
more. 1 wonld do the best in my power
to secure that,

Mr. W, D. Johnson: You will have your
chanee when the conseription campaign
cowes on,

Alr, THOMAS: All things being equal.
I am out for conscription. I believe that
conseription is the only just and fair me-
thed by whieh we can earry on the war.

Mr. W, D. Johnson: What would you dn
with the dependants?

Mr. THOMAS : T would tax until it hurts,
and then fax again until it burts more. I
think undoubtedly that anyone with the
soul of a2 man aho vemains at home while
his brother is fighting at the Front should
e prepared to give, and give, and give,
until he is Jiving on the bare pittance that
hiz brother is living on in Franee to-day.

Me. W, D. Johnson: Why not submit
the two questions to the people at the same
time—the question of conseription and the
question of providing for dependants?

Mr, Heitmann: One cuestion is not de-
pendent on the other. You ean have the one
without the other.

M W, D, Johnson: The two questions
are absolutely inter-dependent.

M. THIOMAS: Before I take the plat-
form to use any small measure of ability
that I possess to advocate conseription, I
want to he satisfied that there is going to be
a fair weasure of conseription of wealth
sitle by side with the eonseription of hu-
man life. The millionaire’s eountless mil-
lions are not of as mueh importance to me
as the life of the individual soldier. Con-
seription of wealth is not going to give us
men; but it is going to give us the power
properly to equip and maintain those men
and to look after their dependants pro-
perlv. Tf we are going to conseript the
nation bare of its men, T do not care if at
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the same time we conseript the last avail-
able shilling as well as the last available
man. The man who objeets to that is not
worthy of the name of patriot. I do not
think we have given our soldiers all the
credit that is due to them. I think that
something in the nature of a patriotic mo-
tion might have been placed before us, tv
show our Western Australian fighters that
while we are here arguing our petty
little disputes and differences we have
not altogether forgotten the men who
line the trenches, the men who form
the far-flung battle line of Australian
soldiers, the men who are standing for
vietory and honenr, We should send some
message Home to them that the Parliament
of Western Australia honours them and ap-
preciates the noble sacrifices they are mak-
ing on this country’s behalf.

My, O’Loghlen: They will not do any-
thing more if you give them 5s. per week.

Mr. THOMAS: T am prepared to table
a motion affirming that returned soldiers
should be well treated; and, if need be, [
am prepared to stump West Australia at
my own expense to advocate to the people
that that should be done. I would like to
add, in conclusion, that I trust the hostili-
ties mow in progress in Europe, the nwful
earnage. and the loss of millions of human
lives, will soon cease. T trust the time is
not far distant when, on German soil, be-
neath the folds of the grand old flag we all
honour, some of our Western Australian
brothers who are in the Expeditionary
Forces will be present to hear the uncon-
ditional terms of peace dictated to a smashed
and broken enemy,

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [8.40]: T
congratulate the member for Bunbury on the
concluding portion of his speech. 1 cer-
tainly think it is time we did something for
our soldiers. When our soldiers return and
the country reverts to normal conditions,
these soldiers should not have oceasion to
reproach themselves, saying, “What fools we
were to go and do our hit.” The late Attor-
ney General (Mr. Walker) in his speech
made a great point that we should provide
for the soldiers, and T interjected pointing
out that his party had been in power for
two vears while the war was in progress, and
I asked what they had done. I am sorry to
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say that up to dale lhere has been only say-

ing what should be done, and it has finished
at that, T think it 15 up to the State to do its
part. We in Kalanning have inangurated a
scheme for dealing with our local men, In
fact, I may claim credit for having initiated
the scheme for leoking after our local men
on their relurn. I trust that out of any
moneys which may he received for the re-
patriation scheme the loeal commiltees wilk
receive from either the Federal or the State
Government pound for pound for the money
locally raised. Up to date various congratu-
lations have been offered in this House, some
of thom sincere, and some perhaps a little
lacking in sincerity. I wish to congratulate
the leader of the Qpposition on being leader
of the Opposiiion for the time heing. { also
desire to congratulate Mr. Apngwin on ae-
count of the honour which has heen conferred
on his son. We lLave heard repeatedly from
various speakers that the great bulk of the
men who are fighting for us belong to cer-
tain trades unions. [ am pleased to say that
there are as good Liberals and ag good Coun-
try party wen, and as good Labourites as
well, fighting shoulder to shoulder in the
trenches and, I think, teaching us who re-
main behind a lesson hy which we might well
profit. We lave heard a good deal of the
sins of all parties, but there is one thing
when men go into the trenches—all political
differences, apparently, are sunk, and the
men unite in the one aim and cbject to fight
so as lo bring this war to a sucecessful issue,
I can quite understand that those hon, mem-
bers now in opposition are feeling somewhat
hurt at having te leave the Treasury henches.
Judging by the remarks which have fallen
from them they are taking the position very
badly. When this (Couniry) party had the
privilege of sitting in opposition we were
always asked to give eonstructive criticism,
and so far as T am concerned 1 honestly en-
deavoured io do so. I think that the present
Opposition with their experience of over 4%
years in office shounld be in a position to
give a little more constructive eriticism than
they have given in their speeches up to date,
and a little less of the other sort of criticism.

Mr. \W. D. Johnson: Yon have had more
eonstructive eriticism in the speeches deliv-
ered in this debate than ever before from an
Opposition during the last four years. Take
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the gpeech just delivered by the member for
Bunbury, the whole of it was constructive.

Mr, THOMSON: Certainly the speech by
the member for Bunbury may have been, as
the hon. member says, wholly conslructive,
but theose of his predecessors were not, none
of them delivered speeches sugh as could be
deseribed as constructive erificism. I think
the members in Opposition should abide by
the decision of the people, should accept the
present position of aairs and do what they
can to help the present AMinistry.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The present Minis-
try have not been elected by the people.

Mr. THOMSON: To point to the results
of ke various elections which have taken
place recently is T think a fair reply to that.

Ate. WL DL Jolmson: Two elections out of
50

Mr. Apgwin: Do you include the poeket
horoughs?

Mr. THOMSON: I am not taking any
regard for pocket boroughs, but those elee-
torates in which there has been a straight
out fight.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The Northam pocket
horough for instance.

Mr. THOMSON: T want to be fair in my
remarks: but it seems to me that jodging
Iy the speech of the leader of the Opposition
lie appears to be most anxions to know how
the Premier proposes to overcome the finan-
ctal difliculties, pointing out that we have a
large deficit.

Mr. Angwin: He is going to fund it.

AMr. THOMSON : Seeing that those mem-
hers now oceupying the Opposilion henches
were divectly responsible for the whole of
this large defieit———-

Alr. W. 1), Johnson: No, there was a de-
fieieney when we took control.

Mr, THOMSON: A deficiency of a mil-
lion and a half?

Mr. W. ). Johnson: No, but a deficiency
which inereased month by month until it
reached its present dimensions.

Mr, THOMSON: It seems to be border-
ing on the humourouns that the leader of the
Opposition should now expect the present
Adminjstration after only eight or nine
weeks in office to be in a position to show
ihat they had already effected large econo-
mies and siarted to reduce the deficit.
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Mr. W. D. Johnson: We were told we
were going to get financial reform. We have
not had one reform except the sacrificing of
revenue.

Mr. THOMSOX: The leader of the Op-
position marle a sirong point that the Pre-
mier intended to retrench and reduce wages.

Mr. Angwin: He started.

Mr. THOMSON : I give the Premier eredit
for having what I call sound buosiness com-
mon sense, ad it would not be common
sense on the part of any Government to go
in for wholesale retrenchment and reduction
of wages. I know members opposite would
like (he Miuistry to adopt such a course.
They would then be in a position of saving
“We told voun so.” And they hope by the
continual repetition of this statement to make
the people helieve that it is the intention of
the Liberals to reduce wages and enforce re-
frenchment. No far as [ am eoncerned, no
vote of mine will be east in favounr of a pro-
posal to reduce wages. Tn existing cireum-
stances those people on wages of between £3
and £4 per week, under the abnormally high
rate of living, have a very difficult task to
make ends meet, and 1 ean assure Opposi-
tion members that in me they have one who
will not support a poliey of reduelion of
wages.

Mr. W. I). Johnson: What about retrench-
ment?

Mr. THOMSON: So far as retrenchment
is concerned, there is retrenchment and re-
trenchment. The duty of those administer-
ing the various departments is that if a work
is eompleted then the men engaged on that
work must go, just as would happen in the
case of a private employer. Tor instance,
if T have a work on hand, when that work
is ecompleted I cannot afford to keep the
men going for more than a week at most;
and the same thing applies where the State
is concerned. We must administer the affairs
of Western Australia in exaeily the same
way as we wonld run private concerns. It
is remarkable that both the Federal and the
Labour parties have as one of their planks
to reduce the cost of living. I regret to say
that hitherto they have not been sucecessful.
I am not blaming them for that.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: We did keep the cost
down while we bad the Royal Commission.
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Mr, Angwin: Which you strongly op-
posed.

Mr. THOMSON: I did not. I take the
strongest objection to that remark. If the
hon. member will turn ap Hansard, he will
see that I stated my opinion in this House
that it was necessary we should have some
such commission. We were told when Fed-
eration was being discussed fhat it would
reduce the cost of living; but it is remark-
able that ever since the inauguration of the
Federation the cost of living has steadily
increased,

Mr. W, D, Johnson: 1t is world wide, not
confined to this State.

Mr. THOMSON: I know it is werld wide.
Yet we hear the occupants of the Oppesition
benches laying the blame for it on the party
supporting the Government. When they say
that the policy of the Government is to down
the working men I lhink that is a deliber-
ate misstatement. Tt is doubtful whether,
even with the increased wages of recent
times, the married man is much better off
to-day than he was hefore the increase were
granted.

My, W. 1. Johnson: He is worse off.

Mr. THOMBOXN : I believe he is. What
remedy have yon got for that position?

Mr. W. D, Johnson: Control food prices.

Mr., THOMSON: Any policy of control-
ling food prices must hurt the farming com-
munity.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: It would not.

Mr. THOMSOYN: We have heard a good
deal about the State enterprises, and our
friends opposite have alleged that mneh of
the criticism of those enterprises has been
unjust. 1 do mnot propose saying muneh
about these State enterprises beyond re-
marking that if they are all wbat onr friends
opposite c¢laim for them, there is no need
to worry over the State trading concerns as
events will prove their establishment to have
been right. Any enterprise entered into by
the Government should be for the benefit
of the whole State and not for any particu-
lar part of the State. Take the meat and
fish shops. So far as I can judge, those
benefited only the consumers in the metro-
politan area; they are certainly of no bene-
fit to the people of my district. It has been
shown that the fish proposition was a losing
concern, and I think the Government was
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exercising common sense in decidiug o cluse
it down. With regard to the sawmills and
the implement works I have stated my
op:inion as to these when sitting on the other
side of the House, and I now repeat that
if it be proved they are sound business pro-
positions I wounld not advoeate shutting
them down.

Mr. Angwin: You realise, I suppose, that
they have passed through a very trying
period,

Mr., THOMSON: I am not prepared fo
suy 1 would scrap those concerns—there is
too muech State money already involved—
but they must be dealt with as business pro-
positions on business lines. The leader of
the Opposition slated that when members of
the present Administration were looking for
avenunes to effect economy they dealt only
with those eoncerns which affected the peo-
ple of the metropolitan area and gave all
the benefits they could to the country mem-
hers, and pointed fo the Fact that the Gov-
ernment proposed leaving the lmplement
works alone as a bribe, in his opinion, to
the Country party. Surely that hon. mem-
ber must realise that the implement works
employ a large number of men, and that by
keeping them open the Government is serv-
ing the interests of the working men. In
ather words, if the implement works were
closed down it would injure the working
men. T think there has heen altogether too
many insinuations cast. We should be fair
and square by each other.

Mr. Angwin: You did not believe in that
prineiple when you were sitting over here.

Mr. THOMSON : T have always been fair.
T supperted the late (lovernment when T
believed them to be right and when I be-
lieved them (o be wrong I voted against
them. T have endeavoured to be fair and
Just and so long as T have the honour to e
a member of this House I will try to be just.

Mr. W. D. Johnson : We must always have
heen in the wrong.

Mr. THOMSON : There is no doubt about
that. I desire to congratulate the hon. the
Attorney General upon his splendid vietory
and also upon the good work he has done up
fo date. T am glad fo see that the Attorney
General has made such a good start. The
leader of the Opposition when eritising the
Attorney General for having made so many
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Jlvinises made the statement that he had
fulilled all these prowmises. 1 want to re-
mind him of at least two promises he made
which he did not keep.

Mr. Heitmann: You put him out too soon,

My, THOMSON: He had plenty of fime
to give effect to the promises to whiech 1
refer. I think it was in 1912 that the hon.
member, who was then Minister for Works,
made a tour of my distriet in company with
the laie menber, My, Arnold Piesse, He then
promised the people that he would have a
survey made.

Mr. W. D). Johnson: I promised that I
woulil recommend a survey, and 1 did so
strongly to the Government.

Mr. THOMSON : He made a promise that
he would have a survey made; that promise
hag not been kept.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: I could not make a
prowise; Ministers cannot promise expendi-
ture. The only promise I made was that
1 would recommend it, and T did so strongly.

Mr. THOMSON: You certainly led the
people to helieve that they would have the
survey. When we were discussing the re-
pricing Bill some of us wanted to have the
provisions of that measure dated further
back (han 1910, and the late Minister made
a defipite promise that if there were any
anomalies which required to be rectified they
would be attended to. 1 brought one matter
under his notice, and under the notiee of his
departent, and 1 gol a reply that it was not
provided for in the Aect.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: It was not an an-
vmaly in the opinion of the Board.

Mr. THOMSON: In the opinion of the
board it may not have been, but ia the opin-
ion of the man who is suffering it is a very
decided anomaly, and he has heen fighting
the department for years.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: And his claim is not
a1 jusl one.

Mr. THOMSON: I maintain that the
claim is a just one, and T frust the present
Administration will give him justice.

Mer. W. D. Johnson: I believe the depart-
ment’s side is the correct one.

Mr. THOMSOX: That is the most un-
fortunate thing about these things. If an
officer of the department once places it on
record that in his opinion the man has had
justice dealt to him, the officers that follow
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- simply reilerate the statement which has
been made by the first officer, and ihe man
in question has a very poor chance of getting
justice. The case which T have in mind is
that of a man who has been dealt with very
unjustly by, and I hoped that the Minister
who gave his assurance, that where an an-
omaly was found to exist it would be recti-
fied, would have had something done for
him.

Mr. W. D. Jobnsou: There are hundreds
of anomalies which were rectified.

Mr. Green: I should have thought the hon.
memher would have stopped ¢rving when he
ot on that side of the House.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not aware that 1
have ever cried or am erying at the present
time. T irust that when the present Attorney
General does lay down the reins of office,
which I hope will not be before seven or
eight years, it will not be said of his ad-
ministration of the Mines department what
was said by the goldfields of the previous
administration of the late Minister; they
say on the goldfields “He did not do any
harm.”

Mr. Heitmann: You know he did well.

Mr. THOMSON: I am ouly quoting what
the papors say.

Mr. Heitmann;
papers say.

Mr. THOMSON:
made thut statement,

Mr. Gicen: You never saw the Kalgoorlie
Miner. You have been reading the Canning
election rubbish,

Mr. Hiitmann: That only refers to the
amount ot money spent i1n the industry.

AMr. THBOMSON: Ii was in the Kalgoorlie
Miner. Thaat paper made the statement that
he did no harm.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: It referred to the
Government and not to the Minister for
Mines.

Mr. THOMSON: T will confine myself to
saying that T trust when the present Govern-
ment go wut of office it will be said of them
that they attempied something and certainly
achieved something. The leader of the Op-
position (Mr. W. D. Jobnson), the member
for Kanowna (Mr. Walker) and the mem-
ber for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood), and I
think other speakers on that side of the

I never mind what the

The Kalgoorlie Aliner
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House, dealt with the action of the Country
parly in supporlivg lhe present Adminis
tration. They made a great song about the
reduction of manure rates, and the abolition
of distriet railway charges. The member for
Pilbara stated that the Liberals sold them-
selves and their constituents for eight votes.
I am proud of the fact that the Liberal Ad-
ministration since they took office earried
out two of my election planks, namely, the
abolition of distriet railway charges, which
in my opinion were always unjust and in-
iquitous, and redunced the manure freights
below the old rate.

Mr. Heitmann: Would you earry miners’
materials al the same rate?

Mr. THOMSON: Tf there was lhe same
amount available,

Mr. Lambert: They pay very little be-
cause the cost of fertiliser has popped np so
nmuch per ton.

A, W. D. Johnson: So it has.

Mr. THOMSON: That is not due to the
faet that manure rates have been lowered.
The priee of fertilisers would have gone up
in any case owing to the war and the cost
of bringing them here.

Mr. Green: There is a Government in
rower which will not disturb the super-
pliosphale people now,

Mr. THOMSON: We have heard a great
deal from members opposite aboul imposing
upon the worker and the rest of the State,
and losing the sum of £100,000 in revenue
owing to the reduetion in railway eharges
on mantres, the district railway charges,
and the reduciion of rates on railwavs under
construetion.

Mr. W. D. Johnson:
under-estimate.

Mr. THOMSON: I am merely quoting
the hon. member’s figures. We did not hear
any complaints from the farmers when the
old. Administration placed upon the railways
an impost of £120,000, represented by the
increases given o the railway men. I do
not think that members sitting opposite—

I think that is an

Mr. Green: The DPremier objected
strongly.
Mr. THOMSON: T am dealing with

farmers, I have heard no objection on the
part of the farmers to the men being given
9s. a day, and very few of the members on
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this side of the House have any objection
cither. The present Administration propose
to assist farmers by reducing their freights,
but I would say that many farmers do not
earn 9s, a day and have not done so for the
last two or three years.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: There is no analogy.
The service of the individual to the Railway
Department is undoubtedly worth 9s. a day,
and they get their full value at 9s. a day,
but the super rates are a direct loss to the
eommunily, who are paying for that loss.

Mr. THOMSON: That is only a matter
of opinion. When £120,000 was added to
the railways there was no fuss made by the
agricultural distriets. I think they might at
least give the farmers a fair deal in this
matter.

Mr. Angwin: T know one farmer who
said he wanted more work and less pay; it
was a man down your way that said that.

My, THOMSON : As far as these railways
are coneerned, if we were lo carry out to
the full the argument of the Jeader of the
Opposition, that the farther inland oue gefs
the more one has to pay until nltimately the
whole of the man's crop would be sold up
in freight on super, T say that the fime is
coming when each Administration that is in
power will have to take into the very fullest
consideration the adoption of the zone sys-
tem.

Mr, W. D. Johnson: We did introduce
that with the manure rates. Affer a given
distance it was a farthing a ton per mile.

Mr. THOMSON: There is only one way
to open up the country and that is by build-
ing railways. We are not going to encourage
people to go out hack if we are going to add
terminal charges and inerease their rates to
such an amount that it will be impossible
for them to earry on farming successfully.
We have heard a good deal about the Esper-
ance line. I do not say that I altogether
agree with the action which has heen taken
by the present Administration, but if the dis-
trict is all that members opposite claim for
it, so far as the commission is concerned
they will have nothing to worry about. They
should welcome the commission, becanse if
ibat body when submitting its report points
out that the district is all that hon. members
claim for it the railway will be built at once.
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Mr. Green: Is that ever done with any.
other railways?

Mr. Lambert: Will the hon. member sap-
port a similar move for every other agricul-
tural centre which has come into question?

Mr. THOMSON: I am not going to be
side-tracked in that way. A railway was
promised for years in my distriet, and T
hope to get it soon. If the district in ques-
tion is all that members eclaim for it they
have noihing to worry about,

Mr. Angwin: The railway in your dis-
trict would have been started if we had had
the rails.

Mr. THOMSON: The late Minister for
Works promised me that, When that line
was passed the department had ample
sleepers and also had rails whiech had been
taken away from the Great Southern line,
whigh the Minister for Works promised
wounld be put into the construction of the
railway. Unfortunately, they were taken to
some other portion of the State, and the
settlers in this partienlar part of my district
have not had the conveniences they should
have had.

Mr. Angwin: Where were the rails taken?

Mr. THOMSON: They were not placed
in the Nyabing extension line.

Mr. Angwin: They were changed with
Leonora rails, in order to bring down
heavier rails for the Wagin line.

Mr. THOMSON: Dealing with the In-
dustries Assistance Board, I congratulate the
present Ministry upon the prompt action
they took in decentralising that hoard.
When the Bill was introduced I pointed out
that those who were coming under the pro-
visions of the Industries Assistance Board
were mortgaging themselves body and soul,
loek, stock and barrel. Unfortunately that
has proved to be the case.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: T wish T was amongst
them.

My, THOMSON: It is said that the road
to Hades is paved with good intentions. The
late Minister for Lands in my opinion must
have a good many wyards of paving on that
particular road. His intentions were pos-
sibly good, but he went absolutely against
the wishes of his officers and he certainly
went against the wishes of members of those
districts who elaim, to know something about
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the matter when he decided on the policy of
centralisation so far as the Industries As-
sistance Board was concerned. It was abso-
lutely impossible for that board to deal with
farmers in anything like & just and equit-
able manner from Perth.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Time will prove.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, I claim that the
policy which has been inaugurated by the
Minister for Lands and Industries was the
ouly possible one which would meet wiih
success. The farmers now are being dealt
with promptly, and we know that with a
good many of lhe farmers it would have
been better for the country if they had been
told that their business was not a paying
proposition, and that it would be betler lo
eut the loss.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: The farmers’ appli-
cations have not yet dealt with. Wait
unlil the next month comes along and we
get the next rain. If we do not get rain
there will he no applications.

dr. THOMSON : The Industries Assist-
anee Board was brought into existence to
assisl the farmers, and yet farmers came to
Perth to have their business dealt with and
hung ahout the offices for a long time in
order to get attended to. This system does
not vefleet great credit upon those who were
adwninistering the board.

Mr. W, D. Johnson; Those who came
down were those who made applications
which eould not be agreed to, and they tried
to get other means to foree the hoard to
agree.

Mr. THOAMSON : That statement iz ahso-
lutely ineorrect, and the member for Guild-
ford (Mr. W. D. Johnson) knows it. He
knows that so far as this board is concerned,
right from its inception, it was nothing bhut
chaos. It is common knowledge that they
had a large room which was piled up with
letters and this room was ealled the pool,
and il took them weeks to sort out the letters
and place them on vecord. I know farmers
who had ne hope of getting a reply at all.

Mr. Angwin: How long agoe was that?

Mr. THOMSON: It was only recently.

Mr. Angwin: The board is in charge of
the same person again; he has been put in
charge now,
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Mr. THOMSON: During the passage of
the Bill I maintained, and I have maintained
ever since, that the only way of giving the
farmer justice is to bave an inspector visit
each man’s farm and deal with each case on
its individual merits. That course will pay
the country, will save it thousands of pounds,
1 will give a case in peoint as regards adinini-
stralion. A farmer in my distriet applied to
the board for eight tons of chaff. He was
able to procure the chafl from a neighbour
whom he had had 1o assist in the cutting of
i, woreover, he had to supply his own bags
and do his own carting. The chaff was in-
ferior, and he secured authority from the
board to purchase it at £6 10s. a ton. Hon.
memtbers may judge of the farmer’s amaze-
ment when he received from the board an ae-
count for the chaff at £10 10s. per ton, I
drew the Minister’s attention io the case, and
he said, “Of course, we have struck a flat
rate.” A flat rale may he a very good
thing; but any system of administration
which inflicts on a struggling man an extra
expense of £32 over and above what the chaff
actually cost may be to the satisfaction of
the late Minister for Lands, but certainly
does not vepresent justice. I hope that ease,
as well us several other cases, will receive
better counsideration from the present board
than has been given in the past. Bulk hand-
ling of wheat, of course, we have advoeated
for years,

Mr. Apngwin: And you will keep on advoe-
caling it for years longer.

Ay, THOMSON : I do not propose to deal
with that subject at the present time except
to express the hope that the new Govern-
ment will give earnest consideration to bring-
ing the system inte operalion as soon as pos-
sible. Turther, T trust that the present Ad-
ministration will grant to Albany a harbour
hoard. The people of Albany are desirous of
handling their own affairs. At Albany last
vear ihere was Llhe spectacle of a differential
raie on wheat. The port of Bunbury wag
able to show an apparent saving of 14d. per
bushel. Under the present system the peo-
ple of Albany have to deal with the Raiiway
Department as regards Albany harbour.
That harbour being a paying proposition, the
Railway Department are not anxzious to give
it up. I hope, however, that 1he Government
will seriously consider the establishment of
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an Albany harbour voard. The member for
Fremantle (Mr. Carpentler) asked a perti-
neni question as to the cost of enabling the
Fremantle harbour to reeeive the large
sleamers which are eoming to Australia. The
Minister for Works said the eost would be
about 114 millions,

Mr. Angwin: That is 1% millions addi-
tonal.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 would suggest that the
willion and a half be saved for the time
being. Let the authorities make use of the
harboor at Albany, whiel is capable of iak-
ing steamers up to any size; and let the
authorilies re-introduce the old port rates.
Secondary education is a malter on which
we all feél keenly. I had the honour of
bringing the subject before the House last
session, and I am pleased that the present
Minister for Education recognises the abso-
lute necessity of encouraging secondary edu-
calion. In my opinion, it will be a suecess
ouly if it is made compulsory. Moreover,
country distriets should have the same facili-
ties in this respeet as the metropolilan area
has. Under the present system all the bene-
fits of seecondary education are practically
confined to the metropolitan area. It is true
that the goldfields, having large ecentres, en-
joy some privileges in this respeet, but the
lowns along the Great Southern Railway,
for cxample, are utterly deprived of those
privileges. Speaking as the father of grow-
ing hoys, I certainly consider that my child-
ren have the same right (o facilities for
secondary education as boys in the metro-
politan area; and T trust money will be
found for the establishment of secondary
sehools in couniry disiriets. 1 am pleased
iiat the Government propose to abolish the
bookmaker. From the member for Leonora
{Mr. Foley) we had this afternoon a gallant
defence of the bookmaker; but I consider
that the hookmaker neither toils nor spins,
and therefore I cerlainly favour the totali-
gator tax, In this eonnection I wish to read
an extract from the Sydney Referse—

During the past year the New Zealand
Government derived over £100,000 from
about 250 days’ racing—a number not
rrreater than we shall have in and within
three hours train ride of Sydney during
the coming year. What the Government
of this State (New South Wales) is mis-
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sing—and has missed—wounld be diffeult
ol eompntation, but the faet that book-
makers are now paying something like
£80,000 yearly in license fees to bet at
meetings within the 40 miles’ radius of
Bydney alone suggests it must be some-
thing enormous. The sum nenlioned does
not even carry with it admission to a race-
course, and as bookmakers have to expend
several thousands for themselves and their
clerks in that direction it will be gathered
that even before they stand up to bet they
Jointly contribute nearly £100,000 annu-
ally to elubs in the metropolis, I am
merely ealeulatiig bare license and ad-
mission fees, and keeping well under the
mark all the time. Of course, the publie
provides this money, and on top of it a liv-
ing for fully 430 bookmakers, who follow
their calling in Sydney. These facts give
some slight idea of the magnitude of bel-
fing operations at mectropolitan meetings,
and to people in New Zealand it is ineom-
prehensible that Government after Govern-
ment of New South Wales should reso-
lutely aveid taking advantage of such a
great souree of revenue.

Here is an opportunity of raising money.
The bookmaker is not a producer; in my
opinion, he is a parasite and lives by fleecing
the public. I certainly consider that the
Ciovernment in proposing to adopl the totali-
sator and abolish the bookmaker are taking
a step in the right direelion. The Govern-
ment also  propose a fax on amusements,
which has always had my support. I have
previously stated in this 1Iouse that when
the Government are looking for revenue and
propose to impose iaxation, the first taxes
should be put on superfiuities, and not on
the necessaries of life. It redounds to the
credit of the present Administration that
ihey propose to do somelhing which will
assist Lhe returned soldier. As I have pre-
viously said in this House, it is our solemn
duty to provide for the returned soldier; and
the Premier has done right in proposing to
inpugurate an amusement tax and earmark
the proceeds for the returned soldiers.

Mr. Heitmann: Why should we tax the
man going to a picture show any more than
the man who keeps the money in his
pocket?
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My, THOMSON . The member for Gerald-
ton enn o o< he thinks ht

v, Heitwmana: 1t certainly is not just.

Mr. THOMSONX : It is just. Amusements
are not a necessity. Recently Katanning
liad a visit from Worths Cireus, which took
over £400) away from the town. A great
many people who paid Gs. admission to that
cirens would have thought they weve being
robbed if asked to pay anything like that
amount fo see a local show. The tax on
amusenients is a fair and just one, and it will
have my support when it is submitted here.
[ am sorry that the question of the income
tax has not - been dealt with. Speaking
purely for myself, 1 consider’ that we should
reduce Lhe present exewmpiion lo al mosl
L1 My ubjeet in advocating that exemip-
tion is tu reach the single man and the single
woman.  There are thousands of such men
and wowmen without responsibilities, aud they
could well afford to pay a small income {ax.
In order to meet the difficnlty of the married
man with a very lumnited income, I wounld ad-
voeate an exemption of £25 for each child,
in place of the present exemption of £10.
As I tldnk inost married men know, a child
cannol be maintained for £10 per anoum.
At any rale, T have not heen able to do il.
{ hupe the Government will see their way to
amend the income tax exemption in the man-
ner I have suggested, which would mean an
additional source of revenue and would im-
pouse taxaiion only on rthose able to bear it.
\With regard to the Royal Commission fo in-
uire into the parlons position of agricul-
ture, T cousider the (Government were wise
in keeping politicians off the commissions.
Had any member of Parliament been ap-
pointed to the commision, there would have
heen a howl of indignation from one end of
the country 1o the ofher. It wonld have been
said that the Government were finding a job
with extra meney for a member of Parlin-
ment. I have everv reason to trust the pre-
sent Administration. T have every confidence
in ihe new Government, and T also believe
the ecountry has every confidence in them.
There is a greater feeling of confidence in
the conntry to-day since the change of Ad-
ministration.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Where?

Mr. THOMSON: The Canning election
proved that, There is a feeling in the eoun-

{ryv that the aflairs of this State are going lo
be conducted on s=ane, sound busingss lines;
and | believe that if a general election occurs
suvun—inembers on the other side seemed to
be anxious for an election betore the seven-
weeks adjournmeni—ihis side of {he House
will come back with an inereased majority.

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn—on amendment)
[9.28]): Having already spoken on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, [ wish to add a few words
wilth regard to the amendment. The mem-
ver for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) and the last
speaker imade partienlar reference lo the
provision being made, or which should be
mude, for returned soldiers. 1In the eourse
of my previous remarks in this debate I
siressed the fact that there was a depletion
in the funds provided for that purpose, and
I urged that something should be done al
anve to place the matter on a sound basis.
On reading the newspapers to-day 1 find,
however, that an appeal is being made by
the Returned Soldiers’ Association for em-
ployment for about 70 men. Further, to-
day’s newspapers report a conference held
for the purpose of doling out charity to
returned soldiers in order to keep them dur-
ing the period lhey may be out of employ-
ment, That is a seandalons posilion, and
one which ought to be dealt with properly,
and dealt with immediately. The Labour
party have been twitted by the last speaker
with having done something to relieve the
distress. The position, however, was quife
clear: and it must have been present to the
hon. member’s mind when he twiited the
leader of the Opposition with not having
done someihing during his term of office.
Whenever an attempt was made by the late
Government to introduee taxation. it was
blocked by another place. The hon. member
knows that it was futile to make any effort
in that direetion. For the repatriation of
soldiers a guarter of a million has been allo-
eated by the Commonwealth Government
and another quarter of a million has to be
made up by the States in proportion to
population. Something like £6,M0 or £7,000
has to be made up by Western Ausiralia.
To my thinking, that is not sufficient, and
we most have some form of taxation to
provide the amount to which the State is
committed. I am sorry to find that there
are so many refurned soldiers out of em-
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ployment. We will require to have fairly
heavy taxation pretty soon. It should come
almost inmnediately. The leading article in
the West Australian this morning indicated
that any lime will do for it, and in the same
journal promincnee was given on Monday
last to a letter by J. A. Bronsdon, in the
eourse of which it was staled that “after
the war” would be time enongh for taxa-
tion. In my opinion that will be too late.
Ag the member for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas)
has indicated, the Labour party passed a
resolution in April last as follows:—

‘Phat this Council urges the Federal
Government to exercise its powers, con-
tained in the War Precactions Ael, to
couscribe all wealth for war purposes,
seeing that money for the efficient eguip-
ping of troops is of greater importance to
the Commonwealth than the welfare of
the interests of owners of wealth.

That resolution has heen attached to a eir-
cular which has been sent throughout the
State. The circular reads as follows—

1. We most earnestly bring under
vour notice the above resolution which
clearly shows the gaol at which the La-
bour party is aiming.

2, The immense increased taxation
of those who have any property in money,
land or stock. during the last three years,
and especially during the lasl year, scems
to be completely ignored in the above re-
solufion and treated as if were non-ex-
istent, and a demand for direct taking
hy lezal foree is cleariy outlined. The
present land, income, and probate laxes
are aiready ‘‘Conscription of wealith.”’
but this does not even enter into the
minds of those hent on spoliatien and
confiscation.

3. We have thought it wise in these
civcumstances to make an appeal to those
wlo are being specially atfacked, in the
hope they will agree to contribute to a
fund which will enable the Liberals of
Western Australia to make a determined
effort to prevent the objects of the La-
hour party heing attained and provide for
fair and reasonable security to all.

4 A permanent committee has heen
appointed, consisting of Messrs. S. Bart,
W. T. Loton, A, C. Gillam, W. Burges, ).
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Forrest, and Sir John Forrest, to make
this special appeal and to eontrol the ex-
penditure of the money to Lhe best ad-
vantage in furtherance of the propaganda
and the other work of the Liberal League
throughout the State.

3. The established organisation of the
Lengue seews to us the best and most
economical channel through whiek to
carry on the proposed work, and we sug-
gest that the permanent eommittee be au-
thorised to make such grants from the
fund to the League from time to time and
subject to such conditions as the commit-
tee may think fif, reserving full liberty
to the committee to utilise the fund in any
manner calenlated to advance the objects
thereof.

. It is simply suicidal to sit still and
do nothing. We all owe a duty to our-
selves and our dependants to lake some
action to defent this policy of confisca-
tion and injustice whick is so plainly
declared.

7. Contributors to this fund will be
registered as members of the Liberal
League and will not be asked to conlri-
bute in the ordinary way to the funds of
the League.

8. Wesend vou a list of promised sub-
scriptions by ourselves and Lope you will
add your name to the list for suech snm
and for sueh period as in view of the
eravity of the position, yvou think fit.

The civeular is signed by John [Forrest,
Sept. Burt, and W. T. Loton. Those gentle-
men have agreed to subseribe each £100
per annum for three yvears. That is the
patriotism of a permanent committee pro-
posing to dictate the policy of this country
through the Liberal League. I think it is
seandalous that sueh o eivenlar should be
sent out in froublous times sueh as these.
It is calenlated to work irreparable mischief,
and the suspicion that might be raised in
the minds of people may work some danger
to this community. I trust the Premier, or
other Ministers, before the debate eloges
will repudiate the insinuation east upon
them in that eireular to the effeet that they
are the tools of this patriotic permanent
commitiee, and assure us that they intend
to do their duty to the returned soldiers and
those dependent on them.
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Mr, GARDINER (lvwin) [9.36]: Follow-
ing a custom I have always set myself in
Parlizment, I do not purpose addressing
myself to any of the measures foreshadowed
in the Address-in-reply. It will be quite
time enough to do so when those measures
are hefore the House. Neither do I pur-
pose delivering a poliey speech. His Ex-
celleney did not desive that I should at-
tempt to do that, and therefore I am not
zoing to follow in the footsteps of other
hon, members and =ay how I really think the
country should be run. I hope we shall hear
many more speeches sueh as that delivered
by the member for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) a
short time ago. Tt was a pleasure to listen
to that speeeh. Tt was full of fairness, and
full also of eonstructive ability. My mind
oes back to the opening of this Parliament.
I would like to repeat what I then said, as
follows :—

In these circnmstances, therefore, I think
the ecommon sense of the community is
voing to demand from this Parliament the
elimination of party lines and ask Lhat
every man in the House shall give the
very best in him in order to meet the dit-
fieulties in the interesis of the State.

Does not that seem a promise that any
deécent man would have given under these
circumstances? 1ls it not o promise that
any decent citizen wonld have expected to
be kept? Yet for keeping that promise I
have been pilloried by the TPress from one
end of the State to the other. T find that
the honest words T spoke here were twisted
by knaves to make a trap for fools. T take
all the opprobrium of that because I have
just that ordinary manly deeency which
says that a man’s word in Parliament should
be as sacred as a man’s word in his private
life. ~ When 1 cease to keep that standard
I shall cease to respeet myself, which to me
is of more import than the respect of my
fellows. Having said that, let me turn and
see what the late Premier said. He said
this:—

My position is that so long as I am
pledged to a definite policy, and a definite
party, I will positively decline to retain
office by the support of a third party,
which may or may not, ag suits the whim
of its members, continne to support me,
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which may at any time withdraw its sup-
port from me.

And now, under these cirenmstances, we are
accused, as a party, of turning tail, If my
word cost me what it did cost me to keep, I
venture lo say the word of Mr. Scaddan js
equally as reliable. He said, “I will not
remain in office if I have to remain there
with the sapport of a third party’ Then,
why throw sneers at the position which this
party oceupies when the leader of the Lab-
our party told me, who kept my word right
through all the hard time, right up to the
tim¢ Labour ceased to have a majority—
why throw snecrs at us?

Mr. Carpenter: I complained, not of von,
but of somebody outside.

Mr. GARDINER: T am not concerneil
at what anybody oulside may think.

Mr, Walker: That does not absolve the
party.

Mr. GARDINER: No amount of sophis-
tieal reasoning will convinece me that when
words are honestly given they ought not fo
he honestly kept.

Mr. Walker: That is not the question at
all.

Mr. GARDINER: We have had othec
sneers thrown at us. e have hbeen told
we are ungrateful. 1 supported that party
honestly because I believed it was big
enough to realise the dificulties of the State,
and my only aim was to help that party in
those difficulties.  Surely, if the Govern-
ment recognised that the farming industry
bad a claim on the community, as it had,
and recognised that elaim, they recog-
nised it as an aet of justice, as an aet of
right.  They realised that the agrienltural
interest wag so interwoven wiih the pros-
perity of the State that they had to give it.
and as big wen they did give it, justice. If
there was justiee in the demand—and I ven-
ture to say that the Government then in
power would not have given us what we
asked if they had not thought there was jus-
tice bebind the elaim—why should there be
any cause for gratitude? T have yet to learn
ihat the dispenser of justice has a right to
a halo, or that the receiver of justice need
go down on bended knees in gratitude,

Mr. Underwood: But he should appreci-
ate 1t.
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Mr. Walker: And lie should not misrepre-
sent it.

Mr. GARDINER: I think that on every
oceagion in this House when 1 con-
sidered anything was being done ifor
those men 1 appreciated it and said so.
We know that the full expression of eraii-
tude would be the eighth wonder of the
world. Somehow or other my thoughts go
back to ten or eleven vears ago when I hear
these things, and I remember a small party
of six Labour members supporting the Min-
istry in which I bad the honour to be T'reas-
urer, Three of them are siill members of
this House. 1t has been repealedly stated
that thoze six members gol a greater nomber
of permanent planks of the Labour platform
placed on the statute-book of Western Aus-
tralia than have ever been put there since.
Yet on the first possible oceasion at the next
clection they turned out the James Minisiry
and went into power wirth the help of four
Independents. Theretore it will be seen that
history dees repeat itself. 1 can quite un-
derstand the soreness of the Opposition
members to-day, but they do not feel half
so sore as we did on that veeasion. As now,
it was then a question that there shounld bhe
only two parties lere which eansed the split.
Opposition members say now that therve
should be two parties and that one of (hese
should bhe the Labour party. 1 sav {here
should he only one other j-arty, that is the
Country party. [ do not think that at the
present junetuve we shall be doing any zood
for thi= State by continuing to (hrow mud
at one another.

My, Walker: You should look 1o the oiher
siile of the Hovse when you say that.

Nr. GARDINER: There are grealer is-
sues befure us, and it becomes a question of
whether we are going to do a man’s work
in a4 man’s way or a man’s work in a kd's
wav, Tarning from that, this party has had
a wood deal of opprobrium thrown at it by
ilie Press. Yet we have done the ureatest
deed ihat any party ever performed in its
life, if we are to believe all that we read in
the Press. We have been the means of ziv-
ing to this State n Governmenr not of ordin-
ary human eapacity, but one which, if thev
had rtheir rights, should be placed high on
Monat Olympus. If one may go back in
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mythological knowledge, the Premier has all
the virtues of Achilles. [ am afraid his op-

ponents will be leooking around for his
vulnerable herb. 'I'he hon. the Attorney
General  is a wmodern Atlas holding
up tlie mining world, and a few
bridges over the Swan. We come to my
old friend, the Minister for Lands. He is.

like Jason going down into the Valley of

Colehis, and relurning with the golden
fleece. 1 believe that fleece was made from
merinvs, Then we gel further down, or

higher up, and we have the Minister tor
Works who, the papers said, was going fo
he not only Argns, that he was not only fo
have the hundred eyes of Argus, hut he was.
going o perform one of the twelve wiracles
which Herenles did, he was going to elean
oul the Augean Stables. The Minister tor
Railways was like old Auteans—every time
he hit the ground lie gained strength. But the
climax came when they were passing out the
Howers 1o Lhe Colonial Seeretary, He was
to be Aneas the Good, carrying ouf old
Auchisis on  hiz  shoulders.  But there
was one thing the papers forgot te tell us
and that was how this team of immortals was
voing to procure the golden apples of the

Hesperides.  Whatever may be said of
this  party, a party whieh is likely
to come In for a fair share of abuse
—and when you nbuse this party vou

are going to gel something from me every
time. We stand in a position which gives
us the security of good Government for
this State, and 1 will tell the House why.
Too Frequently members sitting belind the
Government are bonnd by parly; all too
frequently they see their Government doing
thing= whieh they would hke to eriticise, but
thex are tongue-tied from party reasons.
When we agreed to support the Governiment
we did so on the condition thal they earried
out that poliey of administration which they
had enunciaied while in Opposition. I would
give the same promise lo this or any other
party, that so long as they did that they
would have no morve loyal supporter among
their own mnembers than they will have from
the members of this party. But it they do
nol earry out that poliey the (fovernment
e be ahsolutely certain they are going to
meet will ke sternesl criticism in this Hounse
from the members of this party. Tt is ut-



[27 SerrteEmprr. 1916.}

terly impossible, as we krow, lo run a mill
wiwel with a siream that has passed by. This
i1s suppused o be a business Minigtry, and
I am sure it has those qualifications. A busi-
ness man has no time for a manager who
continually tells him how badly the other
man ran his busipess. 1 think the public of
Western Australia are getting too tired of
bging told how badly the others have dove.
The Government is going to be judged in
the eyes of the public and in the cyves of
this pariy. not by what they have promised,
but by what they do; and so far as that is
concerned, I fell the Government that it is
time for them to get going and doing. A
business man has got ne use for a man who
does things ihe day after to-morrow which
ought to be done to-day. 8o far as [ am con-
cerned the Government will have every pos-
sible assistance from this party to get busy
and that as quickly as possible. Never mind
the other party. T wish, having been a Min-
ister of the Crown myself, that a little more
chariiy could be shown towards actions of
past Ministers. T have long held the opin-
ion that every other man is as honest and
elean as myself. 1f a man who has been a
Minister of the Crown looks back over his
own past he will, uniess he is suffering from
a swollen head, see some things which at the
time he thought to he just which appear
ridiculous in the light of later events. If we
be charitable in that respect, there will be
no necessity for any blood to be spilt in this
Chamber. This couniry is right in the middle
of a time when any man who is worth his salt
wants to give absolutely the best that is in
him. I do not eare which side of the House
he is on. That should he the ambition of
every member of this House; that is my am-
bition—to be of some service to the State.
If I cannot be ol any assistance to the State
in this House there is ample opportunity and
room for men who ean be of assislance out-
side of the House. There are one or two
things of which we should take concern. Let
us look around. It has heen said that the
concessions given to the farmer are likely to
deplete the revenue, and that the general
publie must pay for that. I should like to
ask hon. members opposite is it not true that
there have heen some measures brought in by
them which have resuited in losses for which
the general public had te pay, and yet which
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they honestly believed were for the better-
ment of the class which they represent.

Mr. Carpenter: Nothing was ever done
by us for fhe purpose of purchasipg-sup-
port.

Mr. GARDINER: A purchasing price
1akes wany forms. There are many things
whieh you have done which at the time you
thought were absolutely correet, but which
broughi a burden on the laxpayer. 1 do not
say that yvou were not right in those cases.
You were undoubledly right, and we are
nndoubtedly right. I will tell you why, Dur-
this time of war and depression the primary
producer in this State has had a very hard
ttme. lic has produced about three million
pounds worthi ol wealth upon wineh the zen-
eral community have lived in decent eom-
fort whilst the man who produced it has
starved. 1 am going to raise the standard of
living for the primary producer if T can. 1£
I can assist lom, the primary producer shall
have a living wage for all he produces in
this communily. I am going to fight for
that, and to fight that they shall have a courf
organised in the same way as the Arhitra-
tion Court, which shall fix a living wage for
the primary producer and give him a profit
out of what he produces just in the same
way as every other man has a right to go
inte that court and ask for a living wage.
No one can deny the wage-earner the right
to do that, and the agriculturist pays for
that living wage in different ways. He pays
for it in every article of machinery he uses.
He carries not only the inerease o the
employee but also the profit on the
increase, and the position will he this:
that whatever taxation the country may
give him the primary producer is going
to hand it back to the country. But
I am determined, if it is at all possible, that
the primary producer shall get a livine wage,
thus ensaring a living wage for every
portion of the community. That is what has
been done by the Government in the appoint-
ment of the Commission. That is the bemin-
ning which will enable us to get down to
bedrock, and know where we are. Nothing
has been done in the negotiations hetwoeen
this party and the Government which c¢an
but reflect its influence on the earning of a
living wage for every seetion of the com-
munity. Does any man want any greater
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incentive to stand up for a party whieh
stands for that? I will take all the sneers
g0 long as 1 can advoeate that whieh 1 be-
lieve will henefit the whole of the community,

Mr. W, D, Johnson: You have taken the
wrong way for deing a good thing.

Mr. GARDINER: 1 have several times
seen very good things done in a wrong way,
and also many things that were not good
have heen done in the right way. Tt may be
that we have chosen a wrong means, bul
whatever we have done represents an honest
attempt and intention to better the condition
of the class we represent, and that has been
vour aim for the past five and twenty years.

Mr. Taylor: That is the aim of every-
huody.

Mr. GARDINER: More particalarly it
lias been one of your aims and your ereed,
{he betterment of the condition of the people
vou represent. That is vour ereed and it is
mine,

Mr. Bolton: Then you are supparting the
wrong side of the House, You will never get
it over there.

Mr. GARDINER: So far as 1T am con-
cerned I do not eare which side of the House
I support so long as T am satisfied that I am
doing some good for Western Australia,
There are onc or two things which trouble
me. The first is the question of the Ksperance
raitwav, and the guestion of salt in 1he =oil.
It fhere is anything more than the salt of
the land behind this, | hope the Government
will take this House elearly intu their confi-
dence, Tf it is a question of fands, let it
be told straight out that this is a question
of funds. T cannot lose sighi of this, that
behind anything that we may do iz net the
question altogether of thix railway, but it
may be a question of the broken hearts of
the people we have settled ihere, and they
count more in my scheme of humanity than
anvthing else. If it is a queslion of funds
and these men are agreeable and say {hat
they will go into another disirict if we give
them the same eiremmstances, then let us
put fhem there. Their lives and their oui-
look are more to me than anvthing else.
When we come to Ihe question of accepting
teslimony, it is no good quoting Mr. Mann
te me against Mr. Sutton or Professor
Paterson. Mr. Mann deoes not eount much
with me against the other {wo gentlemen T
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have mentioned. 8o far as T am concerned,
let that clearly go. I can remember that
in Vietoria they were saying, “Shall we
carry on with tbe mallee?” and to-day it is.
bringing £8 or £9 per acre,

Mz, Carpenter: That is so.

Mr. GARDINER: The member for Fre-
manile (Mr. Carpenter) will recollect thai
a man would have heen considered a mad-
nan to have gone into the Pinnaroo, yet to-
day it is one of the biggest wheat-producing
cenires in South Australia. I do not want any
rigks taken when these risks involve the lives.
ot the citizens of the community. I would
now like to say a word or two on the ques-
tion of the soldiers. 1t seems to me that
we are up against prollems and ome won-
ders what is the best way to get over them.
That is what ocught to agitate the best
thoughts of this House. 1 have Jately been
sitting at the seat of giving. 1f is no mean
thing (o be a citizen of this State, for the
heart of the people in this State {o give
in this eause is phenomenal. 1 have had re-
peated and continual lmops in my throat,
{and [ an a pretty hard citizen), since T have
been there. From the highest to the lowest
the people have shown that where the com-
fort of these soldiers at the fronmt is con-
cerned, and where they have good eanse to
know ihat the money is being properly ad-
ministered, they are ready to give. With me
comes this dire thought. We are a quick
nation to forget. T um afraid that 12 months
after the war a one-armed returned soldier
will not get employment if there is a {wo-
armed able-bodied man available to de the
work! No matter what we are giving to-day.
if we fecl there is a responsibility ihrust
upon ug {e look after the wives of these
soldiers who have gone to the fromi. and
think there is a responsibility placed upon
ns a3 a Stute to provide for those who eome
back into our own State, then over and above
what the Commonwealth may do, I think
thal now is the time, if we are going to take
on this responsibility, when we should do it.
Now people recognise the sacrifice that those
men have made. and now is the time when we
should take action. Twelve months after
the war is over, if we start to try and im-
pose taxation for this purpose, from one end
of the eountry to the other people will make
an outery. To-day from the highest to the
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lowest people recogse lhat it is the one
thing we should do. I say quite voluntarily
that if they will give me back my boy they
ean take every bean I have got in the world
and T will start afresh from scratch.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.5]1: 1T
must first thank members generally for the
courtesy, consideration and encouragement
shown towards me as a new member, [ can
only repeat the words of the member for
Trwin {Mr. Gardiner) and say, that during
‘the time I eceupy a seat in this Honse T
hope that T shall endeavour te be serupu-
lously fair to all parties in debate. 1
lope I shall never come to the time when

it will be necessary for me to indulge in any .

personalities, such as | heard in the earlier
part of this discussion. I desire to join with
others in complimenting Ministers upon ob-
taining their present position. Also I de-
sire to refer particularly to the Minister for
Mines. We had the Minister for Mines in
Kalgoorlie the other day. Wilhout any wish
on my part to give any undue credit o the
Minister for Mines, T will say, as one being
somewhat cotineeted with him during the re-
cent Irouble there, that he did show a con-
siderable amount of confidence in his own
upinion and ability, in the first place, to
settle the trouble, and in the second place,
the greatest willingness and desire to do so.
Thai in ilself, [ believe, influenced those who
were connected with this unfortunate alien
treuble in the belief thal the trouble weould
hiave an early settlement, and that the diffi-
culties would be soon goi over. I also say
to the Minister for Mines that, while the
position of parties is sueh and we find the
Liberal Adwministration in charge of the
affairs of the State, 1 will, irrespective of
all party feeling and considerations, uniess
it eonflicts with our own special poliey, to
the utmost of my ability and energy assist
the Minister in dealing with his departments.
He ¢an have that personal assurance from
me. that no trouble or energy on iy part
will be too great to he expended in assist-
ing him whenever he requests my services
or requires my aid. As has been rightly
sail by the Premier, the mining indusiry
nust for some considergble time play an
impotant part in the development and eom-
mercial life of the country. [f he is sincere,
and [ believe he is, [ would tell him that

there are many avennes in whirh he ean
show his siheerity in his attitude towards
that industry. Irrespective of the eoinmis-
sion or board whieh it = the Premeir's in-
tention, | understand, to create to inquire
into the best ineans of developing the mining
and mineral industry of the State, there are
many ways thal it is possible at the pre-
sent time to give this industey proper en-
couragement, We have in this State a con-
siderable amount of money invested in the
great goldfields water supply scheme. At the
present time | do nol think that a proper
attitnde has been taken towards that great
schee, and that it is nol being properly
utilised and barnessed in the manner in
whieh it shovid be wutilised and harnessed
for the assistance of the gold mining
industry. We find that a prospector who is
prospeeting o small show, and in the initial
stages of his work requires all the assistance
and encouragement he can get, is being
charged an extortionate amount of money
for his water supply. It is not later on that
it matters so mueh his being charged for
his water to this extent, but in the early
slages when Le ig just heginning to erush.
In ny distriet alone, the Coalgardic consti-
tueney, there is a dozen large, well-defined
known lines of reef which admittedly requive
development and (fovernment assistance.
When 1 was a boy in Vieloria my own father
wis o & mining beard, probaldy 25 years
ago, In that vear the Government of Vie-
toria spent in the drilling of basaltic de-
posits alone ahout a quarter of a million of

money. [ do not blame the Liberal
Adnunistration  in particular, bt it
seems 1o be the fault of successive
(fovernments that the prospector in

particular in  the mining industey should
to a great extent bave been discouraged
in his pperations.  No maiter what may
be said of the ex-Minister for Miues in his
administration of the department, and no
better Minister ever sat in that office, 1 bhe-
lieve he had a sincere desire to assist the
industry quite apact from his legislative
acts. Tix administration will stand as a
credit to him and this is re-echoed right
throughout the poldfields of the State. He
showed a sympathelie desire to assizt in the
development of that great industry. There is
one thing that might e done, however, and
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that is in regard to the water supply. The
Water Supply Department wants 7s. 6d. a
thousand gallons for water before they even
turn on the tap. We have water running
over the Mundaring weir. It would not hurt
the Government to try the experiment, when
a new show is being opened up, of turning
the pumps on of this great water scheme
another revolution or two per minute and
oive the deserving prospector who is help-
ing to develop the eountry free water and
some ¢ncomragemeni. In that wayv I think
they would get very great benefit for the
State. '

Mr. W. . Johnson: You have had it as
low as 3s. 6d. and 2s. Gd. a thousand.

Mr. LAMBERT: True. Three shillings
and sixpence as the hon. member, knowing
the conditions there understands, is alto-
gether too high and exorbitant. Tt is im-
possible when a man is starting on a small
show and possibly putting all his money
into it, for him af the end of the month to
meet the water bill during the initial
stages of his erushing. I ask the
Minister for Mines to note the fact that
boring plants, of which the Government
have many, ean be utilised where the geolo-
gieal conditions are favourable, in pos-
sibly locating valuable bodies of ore.
In the Coolgardie district one ¢an find half
~ a dozen instances where private individuals,
espectally in the present position of affairs,
and owing to ihe war and the Stock Ex-
changes in Australia, would hesttate to take
on the initial stages of prospeeting shows
of this sort. But if the Gavernment
would utilise their Dboring plants and
possibly reserve certain lands, I helieve
in the immedinte vicinity of Coolgor-
die it would be possible to open up mines
which would prove of great assistance in
the commercial life of the town and of this
State. T would like to make a brief reference
to the Esperance lands and the subjeet of
that railway. I also embrace the agriealtural
commission suggested by the Premier. I
regret that the Government have seen fit to
take up a certain attitude towards this Es-
perance railway. I am not prepared to say
that there is not an exeess of salt contained
in the Egperance land. Tt seems to be a
peculiar time, however, to drag out this in-
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formation. As a matter of faet, no wman
can stale with any authority or definitely
that these lands are worthless unless he is
an absolute expert. My remarks on this
agricaltural c¢ommission apply equally fo
every other portion of the State. I lLope
the Premier will, in considering the agri-
cultural development of this State, take into
aecount a couple of very important basic
factors. Iirst we lhave the climatic condi-
tions which vary according to tlie loecality.
In mapny places we have a limited and un-
certain raionfall, and I helieve thai in a’
greater proportion of this State there is
more or less impoverished soil which reguires
scientifiec bandling to build up. I believe

‘that there is only one elass of people whe

can deal with this soil in a proper manner.
1 believe that the only person who can deal
with this so0il is the scientist, and I say that
wilh all dne deference to the commission,
which has been appointed. In my opinion,
the commission should have been one mainly
of scientists. Who gave us the one factor
which has enabled us Lo grow wheat in this
State. bui the scientist? Who gave us super-
pthosphate? Tt was not discovered by any
prosperous farmer, it was discovered hy a
seientist and developed by science, and there
are no other means of coming to any right
conclusion upon the proper development of
the soils of the State except by the employ-
ment of scientists. The Govermment have
no right to promiscnously prant money to
all the agrieultural areas of the State. T
should lay it down as an absolute prineiple
that no money should be granted to a far-
mer unless that farmer was prepared to
aceept adviee and till his soil under the pro-
per direction and guidance of scientifieally
trained men. That is the only way to tackle
thiz industry. The deficit in this State can
he traceable fo a large extent to the sue-
ceeding crop failures in the agrienltural
areas.

Mr. Wansbrough: That is not due to the
farmer.

Mr. LAMBERT: In this connection let
me say that T am charitable in my disposi-
tion towards the farmer. I do not blame liim
for getting £200 or £300 if a foolish Gov-
ernment will give it to him. T blame the
principle of giving a man money promiseu-
ously and allowing him io throw it away nn
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land that is not suitable for the erop he is
endeavouring to erow. A farmer is only a

farmer and a successful farmer within
the four corner pegs of his own allot-
ment. He is not a successful farmer
on the other fellow’s allotment. If T

clear 50 acres of land to-morrow, the only
man who ean lay down the proper rouline
for me to follow is the man who knows the
conslituents of the soil, and [ say il is a
scandalous shame to go on  eonsistently
courting failares and breaking farmers'
liearts by giving money away in the manner
which has been done in the pasi. Let the
Covernment of this eountry spend their
money in a thorough and an efficient manner.
Let us copy one of the nations we are abso-
Iutely despising to-day and rightiy so ioo;
let us copy their methods, let us harness the
science and knowledge which has been devel-
oped during the past half century as applied
to agriculiure and we shall not find then so
many hroken-hearted farmers as we ean find
in our State fo-day. Tliese remarks apply lo
the Esperance lands and | do not know thai
Mr, Mann’s determination as 1o the salt con-
tents of the Esperance soil is conelusive.
Mr. Mann may have gone there and {aken
certain samples for probably a different pur-
pose than to aseertain the quantity of salt
eontained in the soil, but as to whether it is
deleterions to growth I do noi suppose Mr.
Mann would offer an opinion, and T hope.
for the good of this State. the Premier will
avail himselt of every opportunity to get
srientific knowledge during the investipa-
fions of the Royal CCommission. Much has
been said about the reduction of the
rates on superphosphales, and although 1
am representing a mining consfitueney, 1 he-
lieve that the agrieultural industry should
be tackled earnestly, and I hope in every way
the Government will display their sincerity
by fostering and assisling it. We have great
known deposits of phosphatie material in
this State. Have we ever tried the acidula-
tion of it? Although it may give to Hic
State an absolutelv valuable asset, 1 have
never heard of that havinz been done. et
the Administration go in for the manufaciure
of superphosphates in the State and assist
the farmers. T believe a mistake was made
in not putting up State saperphosp-hae
works.
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Mr. W. . Johnson: Tf we had put up
superphosphate works instead of implement
works we would have been beiter off.

Mr., LAMBERT: T have often thounght
50, anil when speaking to members of Par-
linment vears ago | suggested that the State
should enter on the mauufacture of super-
phusphates, and 1 poinled out that the soil
in Western Australia was no good anless it
was backed up by the addition of super-
phosphates in some form or other. Even in
eonnection with the refuse from the abat-
foirs the Government find it necessary to seil
the whole of it to fertiliser agents and they
incresse the cost of it to the primary pro-
ducer one hundred or a ecouple of hundred
per cent. Every pound ot blood and bone
which comes from the abattoirs must first
wo through the hands of an agent before it
reaches the farmer.

Mr. W. ). Johnson: He is a middleman.

Mr, LAMBER': That is a trading con-
cern. It is something which the Government
possess but they call tenders for it and sell
it to a man who mixes it up to a known
formula, and then disposes of it at a profit
of 100 or 200 per cenl. Any Government
ihat is sincere in its attitude towards the ag-
rienltnral industry should not allow that kind
of 1hing to go on, and it is to be hoped that
they will try and stop this very unneceszary
and roundabout way of supplving farmers
with fertilisers. 1 wounld like to sav a word
or two on the question of conscription. At
the present time in this supreme moment
of the nation’s peril, T helieve that a man
who wounld make political eapital out of an-
other’s ¢onvictions is an absolute cur, He is 2
man who, if he had the opportunity, wonld
desecrate the graves of our own fallen heroes.
My attitude will be shown In o uncerfain
way. T am behind My, Hughes, and I will
be behind him until I find that he is =
traitor to the cause of labour and io
the caunse of democraey, T believe Mr.
Hugzhes is in possession of cerfain know-
ledge, and whether it costs me my
political existence or not T will stand behind
Mm in any means that he may sugeest in
order to get the physieal and ma'erial
strength to assist the Homeland at the present
juneture, Tt is all very well for people to
tatk ahout eonceriptine men for home de-
fence. but where is home defence to-dav? [+
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is on the sacred ground of the Allies; it is not
in Australia. The sphere of operations is,
thank God, removed from Australia, and ihe
man who will not serve behind a rifle on the
ground of the Allies would nol serve belind
a rifle in Australia. The man who is pre-
pared to live behind the shelter and protee-
tion of a rifle should be prepared (o shoulder
one when called upon to do so. 1 hope that
the Federal Government will snmmon up all
the physical and material strength required
to win the war. I believe we shall win, in
faet. T have not the slightest hesitation in
feeling that we shall win. In conclusion, I
wish fo say that T hope the present Ministry,
if they remain at the head of affairs in Wesi-
ern Australia, will remember that they have
an obligation to those returning soldiers and
let them feel with confidenee that those who
are in control of the Adwministration are try-
ing to do their very best to puf the returned
soldiers back inte the commercial life and
industry of their country.

Mr. WANSBROUGH (Beverlay) [10-28]:
In common with the other mombers I dssire
to say a few words on the Address-in-reply.
I have been goaded to some extent into
this position by the remarks which have
come from the Opposition benches in con-
nection with the attitude of the Country
party in sitting behind the present Govern-
ment. Before referring to this matter,
however, I would like to say a few words
in connection with the Industries Assist.
anco Board and the change brought about
by the present Administration. The leader
of the Opposition the other evening stated
that the formers were better off under his
Administration than they aro at the present
time. They were to a certain extent, but
no diserimination was shown. The leader
of the Opposition, in eriticising the re-
organisalion of the Board by the present
Government, referred to the parts played
by the various officials of the old board.
In my opinion, the leader of the Opposition,
in eulogising Mr. Morris and Mr. Oliphant,
unintentionslly cast a reflection on another
member of the old board, the original mem-
ber, who had to do all the work, Mr. Camm.
To my thinking, Mr. Camm was the only
man on ths old board who had a grasp of
the situation. Mr. Camm, by his unfailing
courtesy and his perception of the wants
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and raquirements of the setilers affected,
did much to relieve &he situation. I
venture to assert that had Mr. Camm been
allowed to continue in the capacity of
practical manager of the board, even with
the present additions, much more satis-
faction would have been given. IFew
members of this House realise the actual
position which various members of the
Country party had to adopt relatively to
the Dboard. Individually I have been
nothing more or less than a commission
agent for clients of the Industries Assist-
ance Board during the last two years.

Mr. §. Stubbs: Without fee.

Mr. Angwin : Agent without commission.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : Yes. I am oceupy-
ing the place of, and taking away money
from, men who, I know, in some instances
have established offices here for the very
purpose which I have fulfillad.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: You took the bread out
of their mouths.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: Yes. While
carrying out this obligation cast upon me
a8 rapresentative of a large number of
Assistance Board settlers, I came in contact
with all the members of the board ; and [
eay tho greatest mistake made in connec-
tion with the board was the sppointment
of men like Mr. Paterson and Mr. Sutton,
whose other occapations did not allow
them to give sufficient time to the affairs
of the board, so that practically the whole
of the work fell on Mr. Camm. Had Mr.
Camm been allowod a sufficisncy of officers
to conduct the affairs of the board, I venture
to say that the muddle and chaos which
resulted in conneetion with accounts would
never have occurred.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Oh, nonsense !

Mr. Angwin: Mr. Paterson and Mr.
Sutton were supplied with all the officers
they required.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : Mr. Paterson and
Mr. Sutton were otherwise occupied than
in connection with the beard.

Mr. W. D. Johnson : Mr. Camm got all
ha wanted.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : Mr., Camm may
have had all he wanted ; but, so far ag the
board members were concarned, Mr. Camm,
as a positive fact, did more to relieve tho
situation, and had a more thorough grasp
of the position, than any other member of
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the hoard. In holding up Mr. Morris and
Mr. Oliphant, the leader of the Opposition
cast a reflection on Mr. Camm. Coming
in contact with that gentleman as I did,
I say no member of the hoard could have
heen fairer or more just to the settlers than
Mr. Camm was.

Alr. 8. Stubbs: All the members of the
board were fair.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : Yes; but Ididnot
like the action of the leader of the Opposi-
tion in holding up two gentlemcen as ageinst
another.

Mr. S. Stubbs: All the members of the
board wore perfoctly fair.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : But 1 say one
member was more courteous, and did nore.
and realised the position better, than the
other members. In connection with the
reorganisation scheme adopted by the new
Minister, T wish to sound a note of warning
as to the standard which he has fixed for
settlers receiving assistance. I understand
instructions have been given to the inspec.
tors to see that no farmer, no matter what
his circumstances are, receives a greater
allowance for food supplies and mainten-
ance than 9s. per day. XNine shillings per
day sounds very well; it amounts to £2
14s. per week. On the other hand, we had
the late Attorney (leneral (Mr. Walker)
yesterdey lauding to tho skies the fact that
men represented by the Labour party are
entitled to £3 end £4 per week. That being
so0, 1 say the man on the land is equally
entitled to similar amounts, and that 9s.
a day is not a fair thing for 4 man with a
family on a farm.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: There is no com-
parison possible between a wagos man and
a farmer. The farmer is building np an
nsset, while the wages man is buildineg up
nothing.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : From that aspect
I say the farmer should he treated on the
basiz of the asset he is building up for the
board, and that a miserablo pittance of 9s.
or 3s. & day—some of the iarmers are down
to Hs. a day—is utterly unfair.

Mr. Angwin: Some people in Dbusiness
are getting nothing ot all.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : The farmers have
had nothing for four or five years.

Mr. Angwin : That is their own busginess.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : I wish to point
out to the Minister controlling the affairs
of the board at the present timme that on
the everage farm in the eastern areas to-day
water carting is an occupation in itself for
one men. Unless a fair amount is allowed
for wages, trouble will ensue. Tho Minister
has issued instructions that woges are to
be allowed only for a certain period of the
year; that is, during the harvest, about
eight weeks. Such an allowance is useless.
During the summer the average iarmer
1 have in mind requires a man to cart
water, so that he can keep hig crop going
and thus safeguard the board's asset in
the shepe of fallow land, and so forth. I
do hope suitable inspectors will be sslected ;
hut I have been given to understand, as
the result of a recent visit to some of my
congtituents, that the inspectors are, in
some instences, not giving the satisfaction
I speak of. On the other hand, there are
inspectors who understand the situation
and deel fairly. T am not exactly holding
the Minister responsible for this, because
it ia8 utterty impossible to got a body of
inspectors who will thoroughly understand
the situation. I do, however, ask of the
Minister that whasn complaints coms along
they will be treated as they should be, and
investization made. so that all the settlers
under the Industries Assistance Board will
get & fair and equal deal.

Mr. W. P Johnson: Administration by
inspectors was tried, and failed.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : The leader of the
Opposition contended the other night that
one district might fare well under & certain
inspector, while another district under a
man more rigid, and perheps without
understanding of his business, wounld not
receive the same good treatment.

Mr. Angwin: Perhaps the rigid man is
tho man who understends the business.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : I desire to com-
ment upon the fact that in the Premier’s
speech not a word was said about public
works.

Mr. Munsie : Hear, hear,
same thing myself.

Mr. WANSBROUCGH : T regret it be-
cauze the fature of this State depends
largzly on the development of the agri-
culturnl industry insofar as milway con-
struetion and so forth is conrerned. In

1 noticed the
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that connection T wish to draw the attention
of the House to a long discussed projset,
namely, the proposed railway to provide
facilities for the Dale settlers. In 1811
the then existing Railway Advisory Board
visited this couniry and reported upon it.
The roport was highly favourable. I wish
to say right hers that for the last two yesrs
I, in conjunction with the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Hickmott), have boon work-
ing to bring about the consummation of
this long-promisod 2nd much-needed rail-
way. I will quoto some opinions of the
Ratlway Advisory Board on the project.
The board said that the principal object
in view was to shorten the distance of the
journey from the Great Southern railway
to Fremantle. ‘The next object was to serve,
as far es possible, existing and probable
future settlement on the area under raview ;
also to reliove the traffic on the northern
portion of the Great Southern railway, and
to provide a shortor route to a port for the
wheat, arcas eastward .of Narrogin and
Brookton. They said that the proposal
would bring Fremantle within 89 miles of
Brookton, as against the distance of 130
miles now abtaining—a saving of 41 miles.
Those were the main features which ap-
pealed to the board. The board went so
for as to recommend the consiruction of
portion of this line in connection with
another proposal, in which T understand
tho member for Williams Narrogin (Mr. E.
B. Tohnston) is interested, vamely, the
proposnd raiiway from Narrogin to Pingslly.
When we take into consideration the saving
of freizht which will be effected to settlers
east of Brookton on the (ireat Southern
railway, or ono might say as far as Bruce
Rock in an easterly direction, and south
from Corrijin to Wickepin on the present
Wickepin-Merredin line, and again from
Brookton to Popanyinning on the Great
‘Bouthern railwey, a saving of a distance of
41 miles to all ssttlers produeing in that
area, that argument in itseli affords a
strong factor in favour of the line required
by the Dale settlers. Then again, the
settlers who are ihtimately concerned in
this proposition have waited upon the pre-
gent Administration when previously in
powsr, and also the Labour Administration,
and both Ministries promised that these
facilities should he granted. I understand
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that it is ths intention of the present Govern-
ment to appoint another advisory board
to report on the questicn. T am altogether
averss to that proporition. I look upon
boards as expedients for shelving awkward
guestions. As I have said, the settlers in
this locality have for many years been
agitating for this railway and have obtained
promisys  from both present and past
CGovernments. So far as the past Govern.
ment are concerned, thers is, unfortunatoly,
no record of their promise on the file. The
late Premier went so far as to promise
that at least 35 milus should be constructed.
T will do the late Minister for Works the
justice of saving that he admitted the
Pramier had esked him to take steps to
have the survey made. I am going to
impress on tho present Government the
necossity of fulfilling their predecessors’
promises in this regard.

The Premier: We did not make any
promiss. :

Mr. WANSBROUGH : Yes, in 1911, at
Bunbury, the hon. member himself promis-
od to build 25 miles of that railway from
Brookton. 1t was included in his poliey
specch.

The Premisr: [ would like you to pro-
duce a record of that promise. ‘

Mr. WANSBROUGH : T can do so, and
will do so later on.  In any case the neces-
sity for making provision for future de-
velopmment warrants the consbruction of
this line, because we have there a magnifi-
cent area of land suitable for closer sattls-
ment. Then there is the recompenss due
to those settlers who pioneerad that country
60 vears ago. This should be taken into
consideration. They have been thers all
these vears, in some instances the son
succeeding to the father, and still they
are thirty miles from a railway. There is no
other part of Western Australia quite equal
to thia area. Certainly to-day a poriion
of it which should be under caraals is carry-
ing stock. T understand that Mr. Com-
missioner Connor has recently been throngh
the district and expressed highly favour-
able opinions regarding it. When one
takes into consideration the much discussed
question of the settloment of soldiers on the
land, what better proposition could be
found than that afforded by such an area,
s0 clogse to the chief port of the State ?
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Besides the fact that this large ricl area
is under cultivation, the board points out
that there is there a considerable tract of
useful unsettled country, and in addition,
a fine forest of wandoo, while the develop-
ment of the district will render accessible
a useful tract of jarrah country. The
estimate of the cost is given ; it is very low.
The grades are set out as a minimum of one
in 40 and a maximum of one in 70. I
have particularly drawn attention to this
matter because I promised that I would
take it up whore my predecessor left it.
Both of us have given support to the
Government of the day, but the continu-
ance of that support is conditional on the
provision of propor facilitiea in that dis.
trict. That brings me to the criticisin of
the Opposition. The member for Kanowna
(Mr. Walker) said the Country party were
willing to forego and forget much for the
sake of achieviny the goal and winning
something, That is just the position of our
party. We have foregone a lot in the past
with the object of bringing about hetter
conditions for thote whom we vepresent, and
we liwpe to secure even more in the future
than we have in  the past. 8o far we have
been winning all along the line.  We won
much from the late Government, and are
very erateful for it. As the member for
Trwin (Mr. Gardiner) poinied out Jnst now,
we are not pledged 1o anyv party, but are in-
dependent of hoth. The question of whether
we shall continue our support to the present
Government depends entirely upon what the
present Government do.  The member for
Kanowna exhausted his voeabulary in de-
nunetation of the party occupying ihe cross-
benches. Chagrin was the dominant note of
hi= utierances in respect to the Country
party.  Insinnation and misrepresentalion
weie the weapons of his nttaek. 1'feel ii is
inenmbent upon me (o resent somme of the
insinnatlions made by the hon. member. T
do uat know that | have anything further io
say on that subjeet, hut T should like te make
A Tew remarks on the agricultural position
generally. Tn this recard the action of the
Government in appointing a Commission has
been subjected to some eriticisin by (he mem-
hers of the Opposition.

. Mr. Angwin: From the Country party
too.
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Mr. WANSBROUGH : I do not know
of any from the Country party. [ have
every [faith in the gentlemen who have
been appointed to that Commission. I
believe that they have the ability to tackle
& question of this sort. We have men
on the Cornmission representing the wet
areas and also the dry areas. I know
Mr. Padbury, who is a member of the
Farmers' and Settlers’ Association, and is
a strong supporter of the Country party.
I have no reason to doubt his qualifications.
Mr. Venn, too, has a thorough grasp of the
requirements of the industry in the South-
Western portion of this State. Mr, Clarkson
is another member who, I believe, has the
necessary ability. If I had any comnplaint
to make ngainst the personnel it might be
against the appointment of Mr. Giles;
but T realise that Mr. Giles is a business
man and also that he is very conversant
with the stock aspect of the agricultural
question generally, and that is an aspect
which must be taken into consideration.

Member : He is a farmer too.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: 1 understand
he is not farming at the present time.
The Esperance Lands Commission has also
come in for considerable eriticism, and
here again I am in accord with the Govern-
ment. I believe the gentlemen who have
been appointed to that Comnmission, if any
good can be done, are just the men to
tackle the proposition and the men who
will give us a fair and square report.  As we
shall have an opportunity of discussing the
report later on, T will not say any more on
that subject just now. In my opinion
the question of the salt in the soil is really
a hogey, because I know that two-thirds
of the wheat areas of this Stabe carry
salt in the soil in equal proportion with
the soil in the Esperance district. There-
fore I shall await their report with interest,
and I trust the House, when the report is
presented, will deal with it in a manner
which a subject of such importance de-
serves.

Member : What about the delay.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : It is better to
have a little delay at present than to con-
tinue to induce men to go on to the land
which may prove unsuitable—and that
is whet will prove to be the case if the
allegations made against the soil prove to
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be true. i the reports converning the soil
are true, it is not possible for anyone to
operate this land as a farmning proposition,
I have all along been a supporter of the
railway, not as an agricultural preposition
but us a much needed means to the people
of the goldfields of reaching the coast.
I realise, however, that this is no time
for the building of railways to pleasure
resorts. We as a party, and I as a wnember
of the party, support the appointment of
the Commission, and I trust that the
report of the Commission will bear out the
conclusion I have come to, that the land
ig suitable for agricultural settlement.
I should like now to congratulate the
Premier upon his decision to continue
the Yilliminning-Kondinin railway.

Mr. Angwin: He will have to get rails

first. .

Mr. WANSBROUGH : 1 believe there
is o reasonable prospect of his getting
them in January.

Mr. Angwin: In February.

Mr. WANSBROUCGH : This line should
be continued. At the present time there
are something like 42,000 bags of wheat
atacked on the side of the railway which
is 30 miles distant froin the existing line.
I think the decision of the Government to
go on with the construction of this line
is a wise one, and I regret that the late
Minister for Works in his wisdom should
have shifted the plant to another district.
It was a crying shame that chese settlers
who had been waiting for years and years
on the strength of a distinet promise of the
railway should be disappointed.

Mr. Angwin: Other districts had been
prowmised first.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: But why incur
the expense to the State of removing the
plant after the line had been started ?

Mr. Angwin:  Other lines had been
started first anc promised frst.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : YWhno promised
them !

Mr. Angwin: The country was promised
that the building of railways would be
gtarted in the order in which the Bills
were passed by Parliament, and that
promise was carried out.

Mr, WANSBROUGH : I understand an
agitation is on foot to induce the Ctovern-
ment to establish silos for the bulk hand.
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ling of wheat in at ledst some of our ports.

Mr. Angwin: They will need to be
careful.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : 1 agree that the
Government will require to be ecareful,
but that is inore than the previous Govern-
ment was in respect of some of their nnder-
takings.

Mr. Angwin: We have had experience.
I say the Government need to be cautious.

Mr, WANSBROUGH : [ hope that
something will be done towards inaugurating
the bulk handling of wheat in at least two
or three ports. Something can be done in
this direction even this season, something
on a small scale which will be uselul in
connection with the introduction of the
complete system later on. [ understand
that there is plenty of timber available,
that the State saw mills are clogged up
with it. What better use could this be
put to than a beginning for the introduction
of buik handling ? 'This question of the
butk handling of wheat is one of the noss
important to the future prosperity of this
State which any Government could tackle.
I venture to say that there is no undertaking
which the Clovernment could put in hand,
outside of railways, which would do so inuch
towards relieving the burden of the farmer
than the inauwguration of bulk handling.
Unguestionably it is a good scheme.

Mr. Angwin: It is questionable whether
it is good.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [10:57): I wish
first to congratulate the membhers of the
JMinistry on their election to office, and
to say that those measures I believe to
be for the good of the State will get my
support. 1 regret that they have inade
such a bad start by stopping the Esperance
railway after it had been sanctioned by
both Houses of Parliament. [ think that
action was taken simply in the interests
of centralisation. 1f we desire to see our
State prosperous we should, in my opinion,
endeavour to open up as many ports ag we
can. 1 gave my vote in favour of the
Esperance railway simply because L wished
to see another port opened in this State.
I knew what had happened in regard to the
Murchison. Geraldton was the only port
for the Murchison district, hut before the
people of Ceraldton could get proper
facilities there they had an enorineus
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battle to fight. Hud the port of (leraldton
had the consideration years ago to which it
was entitled, it would have meant that the
whole of the requirements for the Murchison
«listrict would have been landed at (erald-
ton and trucked from there to the Murchison,
which would have meant a great saving.
It was because of this that I supported the
Experance line. T supported it on the
authority of the various reports which
were laid on the Table of this House. The
statement. has heen made that the report
by Mr, Mann was suppressed by the previous
Government. 1 nin quite satisfied that the
whole of the files were on the Table, for the
member for Kalgoorlie called my attention
to them at the time, and to Mr. Mann’s
report. Previous to that, 1 alse had a
circular from the Esperance Land League,
I know that it went forth that Mr. Mann's
report was suppressed, but T also know that
it was with the file. In the face of that,
it ill-became any hon. member to say
that he had not an opportunity of perusing
the file, When the Minister for Works
introduced the Esperance Railway Bill
probably he did not go into it fully with
regard to the salt in the soil.  The papers
were placed on the Table of the House
and were there for perusul.

The Premier : Did you read Mr. Mann's
report on the papers ?

Mr. CHESSON : 1 saw it. It did not
interest e so much seeing that I repre-
sented a Murchison seat at the time, 1
did not go fully inte the question. The
member for Kalgoorlie culled my attention
to it at the time. I also know that the
late Colonial Secretary in another place
went fully into the matter. I am satisfied
that if we take the analysis of seils in
nearly any part of Australia, we should find
that there was a small amount of salt
in them. [n the district 1 represent we
have fresh water in the dams, of which
there are several large ones. When the
dams dry up, one can see a certain amount
of salt in the bottom. I think that water
offers the best opportunity for judging
whether there is salt in the soil or not.
If there was an undue proportion of salt
in the ground the water in the dams in the
locality would soon go salt. With regard
to the question of centralisation, we all
know the trouble that people in the outback
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parts have to get things done through
Perth. The same thing applies to every
State in Australia,. The outback centres
have not the same advantage that people
in the cities have if everything is centralised
in those cities.

The Minister for Works:
that report on the file ¢

Mr. CHESSON :  Yes, the member for
Kalgoorlie brought it under my notice,

The Minister for Works: le was not
on the file when it reached the Premier.

The Premier: It was not in exisience
on the file and we could not find the report.
The originul was never there and only
copies are now obtainable,

Mr. W. 1. Johnson:
copies were nvailable,

The Minister for Works: There was no
original or copy on the file, as the I'reinier
got it.

Me. W. D. Johnson: There is a copy
there now. Where did that come from ?

The Minister for Works: 1t must have
come from some other place.

Mr. CHESSON: With regard to the
treatinent the Labour party has received
at the hands of the Country party, 1 say
that everything possible was done for
the farmers by the late Government that
could be done, I do not say that any
party in power would not have done like-
wise. It was necessary owing to the
drought that some assistance should he
given to the farners, and the late achnin-
istration did whatever was possible in the
way of providing facilities for them.

Mr. Thomus ealled attention to the
state of the House; |Dells rung and a
quorum formed.

Mr. CHESSOXN: The members of the
Country party are in a position to dictate
to either side of the House. They hold
the balance of power. Lf the Liberals do
not give them what they require they
are in a position to turn them out as they
turned out the Labour Government. There
was very little gratitude shown hy the
Country party towards the Labour party.
When they could not get anything more
from the Labour party they turned the
Labour Covernment out of office and put
the Liberals in. They have now got the
terminal charges on railways abolished,
and have got a reduction of the charges on

Did yun see

Tossibly only
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superphosphates, and these according o
the leader of the Opposition amount to
something over £100,000. That is a big
consideration for a start. Whilst they
hold the balance of power I think the
members of the Country party are quite
right to support the party which gives them
these concessions. The time will come
when that party will have to take a share
in the Government of this State. The
farmer appears to want every assistance
that can be given to his own particular
industry but is not prepared to assist, it
seems to me, secondary industries. Primary
and secondary industries should go hand
in hand. Tt ought to be patent to every
individual that if we can get a big manu-
factwing population in this State benefit
will acerue to the farmer, He would
thus have a local market for his wheat.
At the present time we can see large stacks
of wheat lying at North Fremantle and to
a large extent being destroyed by mice.
With a big manufacturing population it
must follow that there would be a larger
amount of wheat consumed locally. Tt
would, therefore, be better for all concerned.
The farmer should try and encourape
secondary industries so that all the im-
plements which he uses may be manu-
factwred within the State. With regard
to the electorate 1 represent the pastoral
portion of it is in a fairly flourishing con.
dition. There has been a very good season
there and big prices have been obtained
by the pastoralists for wool. The mining
industry around Cue and Day Dawn is
also fairly prosperous. A new town has
lately sprung inte existence called Jasper
Hill, formerly known as Pinnacles, where
some 60 men are employed and where n
communtty of about double that number
is supported. The mine there has a plant
which iy automatic from beginning to end.
The country in the Cue distriet is develop-
ing well. The Big Bell is one of the biggest
propositions in the State. It is 19 miles
West of Cue and the owners of it have
an up-to-date plant on the mine. The
trouble which is being experienced, however,
is in regard to water, and the time will
probably come when they will have to make
an appeal in that direction to the Minister
for Mines. The owners of the property are
Messrs. Heydon and Chesson, the latter
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& brother of mine, who I suppose have
done more for the Murchison district than
any one else. They are at the present
time making a big effort to find the necessary
water to keep the plant geing, and if
they succeed they will be able to keep 50-
or 60 head of stampa going on the treat-
ment of over 5,000 tons of stone a month.
If the time comes that they wili be com-
pelled to make an appeal to the Minister,.
I am satisfied that they will receive sym-
pathetic attention. I believe that the
sympathy of the Minister is with those
people who invest their own capital in the
manner that the owners of the Big Bell
heve done. With regard to the tax on
development work carried on in mines,
I think it is nearly time that the House
took a stand and made an effort to bring
about its abolition. In developing a mine
it is necessary to sink & shaft and to drive,
and at the present time a charge is made
on that work. I contend that if mine
owners do not keep development work
well ahead, the life of a mine is very much
shortened. The only tax that ought to be
imposed should be a tax on results and not
on development work. In connection with
mining also, agsistance should be given to-
the prospector who, having obtained good
results up to a certain depth, finds that
he is not able to go further for want of
funds. The only assistance that can be
obtained at present is from the Mines
Development Vote and one must have a
deecent asset so that the Government can
lend meney on it. In New South Wales
if anyone is exploring new country assist-
ance iz given to the extent of so much
per foot for exploratory work, and it is
nearly time that Western Australia, being
the biggest mining producer in the Common-
wealth, should follow that example. When
anyone has a show on which machinery
can be placed there is no need to go to the
Government for financial help ; there
are those who are gquite prepared to asaist
in the erection of a plant. I am a great
believer in the employment of State steamers
on the North-West coast: If we huild
railways in the agricultural areas, we should
also bLe prepared to provide steamers to
bring down the produce from the distant
Xorth and North-West. We know what
has happened here since the war hegan.
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In consequence of the high freights pre-

vailing, many of the steamers departed
for the Argentine, but not before they had
exploited the people of the North-West,
That is the kind of thing the Covern.
ment should prevent and it is possible to
prevent it by employing State steamers
-on that trade. ‘With regard to the guestion
of conseription, the House will probably
adjourn within a fortnight to assist in the’
referendum  campnign, Personally, 1 in-
tend to vote yes ; but I do not propose to
advise the people to do what [ myself
Aam not able to do. [ am over military
age and, on account of that disabilivy,
I have no doubt, if 1 went before the
military authorities, I would be turned
down. | shall, however, advise those in my
constituency who are able and fit to enlist,
provided, of course, that ample provision
is made for them on their return. Our
experience teaches us that there is always
plenty of enthusinsm at a time like the
present, and that people can always be
induced to subscribe liberally to funds.
In the electorate 1 represent over £2,000
has been subscribed towards the various
patriotic funds, but the time will come
when the war will be finished,—and T
hope that time is not far distant, and that
we shall be successful, as I have not the
slightest doubt now— and all our attentinns
will have to be devoted towards caring
for those who have returned maimed and
wounded. Tp to date I am sorry to say
practically no provision bhas been made for
returned soldiers, I know of a young
man in my constituency who camme back
partly disabled, and who is getting a
palery 53 4 week. 1Is that an inducement
for uny young fellow to go to the front ?
Something should alss be done in connection
with the foreigners who are in the State.
What do we find at the present time at
Day Dawn ? That it is practically full of
Ttalians, who have no intention of fighting,
and who are satisfied to remain there
I consider that machinery should be pro-
vided to conscript these subjects as well
as the people of the State. On their
return there should be anple provision
for the men conscripted and also for their
dependants. Those are my views on the
referendum, although, as I have said, I
shall vote yes. If any announcement is
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made that capital and wealth, or income
over and above a certain amount sufficient
to live on, will be conseripted, T shall do
my level best to induce the members of
my constituency to vote ves,

On motion by the Minister for Works
debate adjourned.

House adjourncd wt 11-24 pon.

Legislative Coungil,
Thursday, 28th September, 1916,
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